BY THE SAME AUTHOR Storla del Poema Sacro, from its origins in Dante and in our times (Unpublished work, from риЪЫісаге in more volumes ) The Shadow of [Jante, Romantic vision In- °, pp , Law II Pantheon, Origins of Christianity ІЛ' ® gr , pp , Law The Pearls of the elbbla, TI Cântice (her Canticles and Г Eeclesiastes Tn- % page , L Qll Italian! In Russia and Siberia, Letterc or documents Tn- « gr , pp , b Eve, dramatic mystery In- ®, pp , Law Ріа do' Tolomei, Romantic drama In " pp , L Bellosguardo in Florence, historical or literary memories ln- ", with phototypes and an autograph) by (îaliloo, L The Gene-i, with Critical Disrussioni, rnpp IX! In » gr , pp xxxvi- The Prophecies of lsala, translated and coinmontnlu In H* gr , pp і ш-зоз I Saiml, iraduced from the original text and еошіііі'іПпІ IH«»iu»tidii odition % pp xxxu* Storla of the Psalms and of the Idea messlanca In " gr , pp III The New Testament, translated and annotated I* / Vani/rh In ir , pp lii- The Bible in the History of Italy In* ®, pp The «Legenda Trium Soclorum», Ntiovi studies on the Ionii hlogrnfiche of St Francis of Assisi In- % pp The "Ancient Legend" New biographical source of нап Г rniid-m o d'A-sisi, taken from a Vatiean codex In- % pp xxxii IM Le Mistlche Marriage of St Francis and Madonna Poverty, Franciscan linge rin of the century XIII, edited in a fourteenth-century text In jfi% jja-gine xxiv- To Manchuria in Pechlno, Travel story In- % pp The Crlsl odlerna of Catholicism in Germany In- ®, pp Religion as a Historical Science, Principles of a Science of Religion In- °, pp Essence and character of Rellgtone In- % pp The Mitl babilonesl or the origins of Gnosis In » gr , pp Rt's Idea of Birth in the Story of the Reilglonl Tn- th gr , pp The Statistics of Regions In- th gr , pp The Protection of Animals and Christian Piety, ln- % pp SALVATORE МІЫОССШ THE SACRED POEM HISTORICAL - RELIGIOUS GUIDE TO LA DIVINA СО MM EDI A В ARI JUST LATERZA & SONS T POGKAFI-EDITOKI-L BRAI PROPERTY bKTTWRAKIA May mcmxxxvii - THOUGHTS SACRED TO A BLESSED SOUL THE TO MY STUDENTS Do you remember? It was the th of last May The day before I had written the last page of my ; and writes fifteen books, destroyed by the Church together with the Catholic refutations And Origen, before being condemned too, transmits to the fathers of Nicaea, then to Augustine, the credit of his thought When Julian, emperor and apostate, deluded himself that he was supporting cadent paganism with neo-Platonism and under the weight of his glory, neo-Platonic philosophy was already integrating the Christianity that had the future for itself The Platonic Academy in Athens, maintained by the State since the time of the Antonines, increasingly decays and is exhausted in learned and minute, dry and lifeless commentaries Two more centuries pass; until the Emperor Justinian closes the school, auctions off the building and the garden, and sells everything for three gold pieces And the Middle Ages THE SACRED POEM IX The Jews Uu inracolo in history — Predication of the prophets — The Itio-Saic Books - Messianic poem — From Job to Ecclesiastes — Daniel's prophecy A poet said that the miracle is the favorite child of faith Israel, a people chosen by God, is a miracle in history So were the Greeks and the Romans too: the founders of civilization and «pielii of the empire; you still present one and the other and live in the soul of all of us But the miracle belongs to religion; prerogative of the Jews Sennacherib's sudden flight from Judea and his hasty return to Nineveh, on the eve of entering Jerusalem and overthrowing it, was a miracle, and Herodotus also retains traces of it Prophecy was in its infancy Isaiah, consecrated on the lips by the burning coals of the Seraphim, had only been prophesying for a few years What would have happened if the king of Assyria had overwhelmed and destroyed Judaism? The kingdom of Samaria, visited by the first of the minor prophets, Amos and Hosea, demonstrated this With a his faith and with his people, disappeared from history Who were the Jews? Sons of Shem, of ; сіоё of fame and an ancient glory But the Jews had the awareness of being new Genți and empires had preceded them: Babylonians, Egyptians and others Abraham came from Babylon, and Mosh from Egypt; where the children of Israel had lived, since the time of Joseph, long years They were neo-Semites Babylonian and Egyptian civilization THE JEWS had given them the sense of history, with elements of thought sufficient for their conscience; sl to form their own religion, worthy of the new times Moses comes from Egypt, in an age correspondent about the Trojan War Babylonia and Assyria show, like Egypt, strong tendencies towards monotheism; for the religious tradition contrasts with the recognition of the new faith Israel, a new people without traditions, darkly intuits and understands by virtue of the spirit And its national god is the only God, worthy of adoration: a warrior god, Dionysian and Apollonian, but jealous of his po-tence; who assures victory, ригсііё have faith in him alone It is superfluous to trace the primitive events of the Jews, obscure and uncertain The first documents are offered to us by Assyria, in the age of Elijah and Elisha: when the monotheistic character of the God begins to be evident And the prophets attest to it and are guarantors of it, promoting revolution and change of dynasty in the kingdom of Samaria But Samaria, little more than a century later, is destroyed by Sargon; and the sacred flame of faith passes to the Jews, while the storm continues After Isaiah, Jeremiah The voice of the prophets is indefatigable; and King Josiah, by the oracle of a prophetess, finally establishes the law on Easter Prophecy has won Appcna in time Nineveh, the most hated city in the world, falls prey to the enemies subjugated by her; and it is so thoroughly destroyed that the ten thousand of the Anabasis will pass by it without finding any trace or suspecting it The echo reaches Jerusalem: hymns of glory of the prophets to God But Chaldea, the new empire of Babylon, succeeds Assyria; and having secured the throne, Nebuchadnezzar descends THE SACRED POEM against this breed of stubborn rebels, who prevent the easy passage to occupy Egypt And the city is destroyed; and he brings with him a large number of Jews and scatters them throughout the regions of the empire The last leg of Samaria was thus accomplished But it's late for Jerusalem The idea comforts and accompanies the exiles or refugees on the Revenue or on the Nile and almost everywhere And it's another miracle The prophets of Israel thus announce the true religion to the world Age of Socrates and Plato ne On the shores of Asia both civilizations, Jewish and Greek, unite And the principle of Christianity Political disasters reinvigorate the forces of resistance and expansion of the idea The Jews, independent and autonomous, maintain a simple religion apparently not dissimilar from that of the neighboring peoples But they are subject to Assyria or Egypt And here the currents of the ancient Babylonian civilization, never completely ignored in Palestine, still take over And, by analogy with national monotheism, the most ancient biblical, religious and moral tradition was formed: on the Creation, and the Patriarchs before and after the Flood, on the Law and the History of Israel It is like a summary, for the use of the Jews, of universal history and civilization An Assyrian or Egyptian priest would have looked at those pages, simple and rough, with contempt: but they must have held up the world of thought, Christian and Muslim, from Augustine onwards, for a millennium Anyway, and one tradition that followers of Zoroaster appreciate The Persians who succeeded the Chaldeans took Jewish monotheism into account and protected it, in the face of the forbidden Egyptian polytheism And then the temple, destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, rises again with the advent of Darius It is the triumph of prophecy THE JEWS However the question of the so-called return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity is resolved, the fact remains that the forced stay in Babylon gave the Jewish religious spirit that breadth of sentiment and concepts, which made primitive monotheism a religion of a universal character Mosh, the initiator, had in the priest Ezra the final editor of his books, about a thousand years later But note: Mosâ came from E-gypt; and Ezra from Babylon In the Jewish spirit, insomnia, first the most varied and grandiose traditions of the ancient oriental civilization had merged and then merged; and lately those of the Iranians, delivered in writing in the Avesta The Bible derives from it the synthesis of many centuries of religious life among peoples: a poor and fragmentary book of a people mocked and trampled upon, but created by the Spirit to give the world the religion of humanity The Mosaic Law, survival of the priestly tradition, is the soil where the double seed of the prophets was sown and sprouted: one God alone in heaven, spiritual and invisible, to whom man alone must kneel, adoring him alone and no one else , much less the tyrants; and a great promise to all men of good will on earth, сіоё the messianic advent God will come Let every people be sure of it Impiety, injustice, private and public violence, evil and insomnia will not finally have the victory The guilty tremble God came to judge the world and establish among men his kingdom of justice and goodness and political and moral equity: he came down from heaven and made himself visible in his Messiah, king of the spirit It is the idea of the prophets; mentioned only in the Law, but announced widespread and exalted in all modes of e S AIiNur And Origen, made a sign of envy and incredible slander, was repeatedly condemned by the Church centuries after his death Of the six thousand volumes of his writings, only crumbs remain The Church denied the Greciath; save the faith It left the ground open for subsequent struggles and other condemnations A world truly ended There were Neo-Platonists CHRISTIANITY as persuaded as the Christians It was an epoch in history which was coming to an end: and the souls thoughtful of the future aspired to heaven, where the only reality of the spirit seemed to attract them Monasticism had the sentiment that the neo-Platonic speculations contained some-chb of that genuine Greek wisdom, which the Son of God, that is, the Logos as St Justin said, inspired philosophers before and after Socrates And Christianity suddenly found itself in possession of the presimți writings of Dionysius the Areopagite, a disciple of the Apostle Paul in Athens; to whom Paul revealed, it was said, the mysteries of paradise, as he understood and contemplated in the ascension to the third heaven And monasticism passed the sea It is spreading in Italy and in Africa Augustine was a monk And hearing too, indeed seeing that the ancient world was perishing miserably, he consoled his friend Marcellinus, comforting himself, recalling, until the days of Cain and Abel, the vicissitudes of that city double of the Devil and God, today centralized in Rome, which soon, by violently separating, would give rise to the appearance of Christ the judge, at the end of time It seemed true The Vandals, after the sack of Rome by Alaric, invaded Africa The empire was submerged by the waves of the Barbarians Another hundred years, and two Romans, the last ones, will disappear Boethius, sentenced to death, will be in the gloomy prison, he a Christian, consoled not already by the word of Jesus like us, but by the Greek Wisdom transmitted to the future And Gassio-doro, having become a monk, will also be destined to deliver to the solitaries of Monte Cassino, who say to one another "pray and work", that precept which will save civilization, that is: * meditate and write » THE SACRED POEM XI Islam Calling of Mohammed — Origins of the Koran — The Califii and the Sun-na — Aii and the Sufis — From Avicenna to Al-Ghazali — From Aver-roes to Ibn-Arabi It is said, and perhaps it is true, that a Syrian monk, meeting a caravan of Arabs on the road to Damascus, conversed with a young man among those in long conversation; and they stayed talking together, just the two of them, all night; in the presence of the sky and the stars in the East, splendidssirae: and in the morning he announced to the wayfarers that the prophet of the true religion had been born among the Arabs That young man was Mohammed: an ardent and enthusiastic soul, who jealously kept the fatal spark in his spirit for many years; until he burned with fear and joy, feeling the presence of God in him And he began to speak: « Behold, the end is near Sinners, idolaters, Ііпсііё ё time reflect The earth and the sky are about to collapse And Jesus will appear, lord and judge, pious and fearsome And a new world will arise from the ruins of the ancient God wants it He alone is worthy of adoration" It is indeed the Spirit who reveals himself; and an angel repeats the divine words to Mohammed, to be transmitted to the peoples Thus was born the Koran Muhammad alia Messa, for his known virth, enjoyed many sympathies But his preaching clashed with the interests of the sanctuary of the Caaba, famous among the Arabs for a black stone - an a'erolith - which attracted thousands of pilgrims to kiss it and adore the islam idols in there In the long run, the persecution was so violent that Mohammed and his few followers left their homeland; and trusting in Providence he passed to Medina: first year of the Hegira ( ) The believers increased in number They clashed with the Jews of Medina; and they managed to exterminate them They came to battle with the Meccans; and finally they won Once the idols were demolished in the sanctuary of the Caaba, the cult of the true God was established there But the black stone remains, still today the destination of innumerable pilgrims, and slippery from the prolonged kisses of millions of devotees Faith, interest, the hope of adventure exalted the Arabs The Byzantine Empire was in shambles And they came out of the native deserts to conquer the world Mohammed had died dismayed by the size and breadth of the religious and political movement that had started with him: one of the miracles of history Much of the Byzantine Empire, from Alexandria to Damascus, came into the hands of believers A successful feat of audacity suddenly gave them the Mazdean empire of the Sassanids as well And still the victors hardly knew why they had fought and won Were they Jews? No, of course Mazdeans? Not even Christians? Calling oneself such would have been like declaring obedience to the Byzantines Any mention of Jesus, which indicated dependence on Christianity, was removed from the primitive Koran The new religion was called Islam, resignation to God (the Fate-Providence of the later Stoics); and the believers called themselves "Muslims" And, opposite the Avesta or the Bible, the Koran made law, for the Caliphii of Medina and then of Damascus and Baghdad In Damascus the Califii, or successors of Mohammed, entered into contact with the declining civilization Byzantine THE SACRED POEM (sau Giovanni Damasceno ё of that time); and classical culture slowly began to penetrate among the Arabs: for whose Semitic mentality it was difficult to understand and re-express, in the language of the children of the desert, such lofty philosophical and scientific concepts But the vicissitudes of history transferred the califtăto from Damascus to Baghdad on the banks of the Tigris, from the Umayads to the Abbasids; and the new era of culture and prosperity had its beginning, with the acceptance of Islam by the Iranians, custodians of a rich and ancient civilization, of which perhaps they were tired And the Iranian genius, absorbed in Islam, gave to the new religion that impetus of thought and civilization which the Suraeri had given to the Babylonians, and the Greeks and Romans to Christianity The sciences, history and philosophy, derived from the Greeks or from the Christians, had distinguished followers among the Muslims of Persia Meanwhile, in the footsteps of Mazdaism that civil and religious law was being formed, which had its principles in the Koran, outlined by Mohammed; and it constituted, also in the face of the Talmudic tradition of Judaism, a tradition, Sunna, of Islam: a fixed and imperishable rule of the genuine Muslim faith The Califii of Baghdad favored its development and editing But among the Persians! a vast current of thought and action had already formed, rebellious against the Abbasids; who were reproached for the usurpation of the supreme dignity which should instead have been preserved in the descendants of Aii, fourth Ca-lifto, the only legitimate one to have married Mohammed's daughter The memory of AII, generous and good and martyr of the faith, remained so alive in the hearts of the Persians, in comparison with the tyrants of Baghdad, that a great schisraa, Scia, was determined, which divided the Muslims forever between Sunnis and Shiites islam The Shiites kept religious sentiment all the more alive, the more their political ideas found cruel opposition on the part of the Caliphs And then they withdrew to contemplate their dreams: and that is, waiting for some Imâm, a descendant of Aii, to suddenly reveal himself, who would destroy the old world, to renew it according to the norm of justice and goodness; thus initiating a new heaven in history, a cosmic palingenesis The ancient tendency, Brahmanic and Buddhist, pagan before being Christian, of isolating oneself in monasticism, then invaded the Muslim world: and there were Sufis, solitary in the deserts of Syria, in the gardens of Persia, in the forests of ' Indo: meditate on God, the soul, the cosmos to create or destroy each other: bold and pious investigators of the "enormous mystery of the universe" Not everyone followed them If Plotinus had preceded them, giving to the Islamic faith, through the Byzantine culture that penetrated the East, that impulse to mystical reflection which elevated the Muslim spirit to a high degree of religiosity; Aristotle, however, already made known in Damascus by Saint John, gradually became part of the higher Islamic culture And, although too often confused with Plotinus, it led to a search for a resolution of the supreme questions in the natural sciences and in conceptual logic Thus was born theology; and a philosophy was formed among the Muslims And famous doctors and scientists, such as Avicenna, declared themselves philosophers; сіоё rationalists and unbelievers And the theologians on their own, in wanting to account for the religious principles of Islam, also fell into a kind of rationalism: as happened later to the medieval Scholastics He opposed, and victoriously, such a great danger of THE SACRED POEM religious dissolution a famous theologian and at the same time a mystic, Al-Ghazali (Algazcl), who lived in the heroic age of the Crusaders He seemed to unite in his spirit the acumen of St Thomas with the fervor of Sau Bonaventure He wrote two works in particular: one against the philosophers, Avicenna above all; and the other to reconstruct the science of religion on solid foundations, in all respects analogous to Thomas Aquinas' Somnia, a century and a half later But the wars of the Crusaders, the Turkish insurrections, the ruthless repressions of the Caliphs hostile to any honest freedom of thought, the finally decadence of the Abbasids, and the Tartar invasion of Genghis-Khan, destroyed the pages of Muslim civilization, which was however reduced to flourish here and there, Ііпсііё died out at the end of the Middle Ages One of the last and most distinguished scientists of that time was the doctor Averroes in Spain, who barely escaped the accusation of heretic and the torture that the caliphs of Granada wanted to inflict upon him Averrods is the enemy of all neo-Platonic mysticism; and refutes, taking the defense of Avicenna, especially Al-Ghazali Aristotle is the master, however, of those who know And Аѵеггоёв follows and comments on Aristotle; denying that an individuated soul is in man, and affirming that the spirit in imanity is unique, and returns in death to infuse itself from the single into the universal: an assertion, which will soon become a sign of contradiction and sealstone among Christian theologians But in the Islamic world itself, Aeggosh finds irreducible opponents; the most famous is the theologian and ascetic Ibn-Arabi, who lived in the age of Dante Ibn-Arabi is a mystic: a poet, a theologian, a scholar of mysteries, like so many other solitaires of Islam His science is not already the result of culture and reflection; but THE PAPATY AND THE EMPIRE revealed by divine inspiration in him And he contemplates her in the form of an entrancing Beatrice, such as Wisdom had been for Boethius And he didn't already learn it, from men; but from God, on a journey from earth to the empyrean, passing through each of the planetary heavens Mohammed also had one high privilege, to be taken one day to heaven; and many saints in Islam imitated him Ibn-Arabi is one of them And in a theological work he described, with the most minute details, the mystical ascension to paradise step by step; where, at the end of his life, by faith he knows he will return, to enjoy immortal bliss ХП The Papacy and the Empire The jubilee of Boniface VIII — Papal Rome from Constantine to Charlemagne — Gregory VII and Innocent III —Swabians and Angevins — Celestine and Bonifacio — The popes in Aviguone The jubilee of the secular year , proclaimed by Boniface VIII, reminds us, and not without reason, of the periodic arrival of Jews at the temple of Jerusalem before Titus, and the Muslim pilgrimages to Mass But it was far more important than any other in history The popes had reached the peak of power; and their authority began to decline Boniface followed him: and I tried, while the empire was vacant in Italy, to appropriate its title and insignia Rome was the inviolable homeland of the Roman senate and people; and he would succeed Constantine, after a millennium of vicissitudes Augustus had established you, in the decrees of the Minoccj», The Sacred Poem THE SACRED POEM Providence, so that it would then be the legacy of Peter and his legitimate successors Eight thousand Jews were in Rome when Titus destroyed Jerusalem and took a large number of slaves there Christians followed in Jewish footsteps; and in Rome, the center of religious and civil history, after Titus they too had a second homeland, much more authoritative than Ephesus, Antioch, Alexandria The Roman primacy already asserted in the Gospels; and up to the second century the tradition that Peter was the founder, and consecrated his Church with the blood of martyrdom, is found to be established with certainty As soon as the persecutions subsided, the emperors were ready to recognize their authority, for example Aurelian; and they confirm that it is superior to that of any other Church in the empire Constantine still attributes to himself the title of Pontifex Maximus, which was that of Augustus and then of everyone else; but Graziano, half a century later, gave it up And Theodosius finally decrees that the only religion of the empire is that which receives order and law from the seat of Peter, occupied by the bishops of Rome The emperors, while the barbarians flood Italy, survive as shadows of the past Leo the Great assumes the title of "pope"; and he alone has the courage and virtue to arrest Attila and induce him to cross the Alps again There is the Church of Constantinople, which has overwhelmed Ephesus and is fighting the "popes" of Antioch and Alexandria Rome allied itself with the Byzantine "pope" to overthrow Antiochian and Alexandrian pride; and then, having become strong, it reserves the right to turn against the rival of the Bosphorus The shadows of the Roman senate and people, also subject to the Byzantines, cede the dominion of the city and its surroundings to the popes And in vain the Goți try to besiege and seize it, THE PAPATY AND THE EMPIRE even before Justinian sends Belisarius and Narses to "free" her; to reduce Rome and Italy to a desert The semi-barbarian Goți are succeeded by the Lombards, barbarians at all And the popes tame them and manage to convert them to Catholicism And the time of St Gregory the Great The angry monk Jerome in his time was scandalized by the worldly behavior and bad habits of the high and low clergy in Rome Today the seat of the Apostle is occupied by a saint, who lets the simple Benedictine virtue to which he was consecrated shine forth Rome has a father While the Byzantines deprive the poor "Roman citizens" of the last gold coins, the good pope feeds them with the revenues from the Patrimony of Saint Peter, scattered here and there as far as Sicily and Africa, vast as one might call a kingdom: legacies of the faithful, who can also go back to the century of Constantine The famous «Donation» has some claim to truth; and the Patrimony of St Peter pays off in good or bad, in edification or in corruption of the Church, according to whether the popes are good or bad Meanwhile, the Byzantine emperors at the head of the Eastern Church get confused in theological questions; and Leo the Isaurian decrees, in the Muslim or Jewish manner, the destruction of sacred images in Christian temples Rome does not agree mutual excommunication The Lombards take advantage of this to invade and appropriate the Greek Exarchate in Italy; and threaten Rome And the pope then appeals to the Franks; who descend and overthrow the Lombard kingdom: Pipino and Carlo And both promise to devolve the Byzantine territory to the Roman senate and people, through the pope; they promise to THE SACRED POEM rebuild that Patrimony of St Peter, which a very recent document, which appeared at the time, the Roscellino, a contemporary of Gregory VII, declared himself a nominalist: and adopted the principle of Boethius, that the idea of person could logically be predicated only of a rational substance, indivisible from the concept of personality He was condemned as a tritheist; because in the Persons of the Trinity there can be and is only one rational substance But this is, in terms of logic, a contradiction! Yup; and indeed the dogma of the Trinity is a mystery Reason can never claim to see clearly, as is the case with human events, in divine things The mysteries are many for the Christian faith The first is that of the Trinity And that of Gesii, the Incarnate Word, depends on it; one Person in two Natures, divine and human Follows the other of the living and integral presence of Jesus Christ THE SACRED POEM in the Eucharist Aristotle is useless It is God who reveals himself in the Church and in us, through the Bible and the tradition of the Fathers First you have to believe; and then we will understand the data of faith And Anselm's postdate; the holy bishop who represents, at the end of the eleventh century, the thought of innumerable monks and virgins The cloisters are full of devotees, absorbed in religious contemplation, preparing themselves with severe asceticism for that fateful instant, in which the angelic trumpet will suddenly announce the coming of Christ The Church, in the power of the monks, seems to be no longer of this world Rumegated reason, to the presumed advantage of faith, even life, even history, no longer had any sense The very existence of man was a mystery, an insoluble enigma And then, to what faith? To what religion? Isn't it thought instead, which makes faith reasonable for us, and religion acceptable? Shall we refuse to seek in the mysteries a rational foundation which justifies them and makes them in any way intelligible? Faith wants to be proved by reason Understanding before believing And the opposite axiom of Abelard: whose life and work and unhappy love for the beautiful and faithful Eloisa, and the sufferings he endured virtuously and heroically, shed a warm ray of lurid humanity in that sixteenth century, all barren of frigid and even useless monastic disquisitions He was twice convicted His irreducible enemy is Saint Bernard St Bernard is a mystic It belongs to the feudal nobility and to the Church; and enters the cloister at a very young age Founds the Cistercian order; and tightens the Benedictine rule on monks and nuns And they follow it THE SCHOOL with enthusiasm It is eloquent; and he preaches, giving certainty of victory, the second Crusade: which ends in disaster He's a dreamer The reason for him is a privilege of Satan; and Abelard is possessed The nascent communal freedoms he hates; because they disturb the indissoluble union between the empire and the papacy And formidable thunders against Arnaldo da Brescia, the disciple of Abelard Taking care of the things of the world is a mistake, a sin, a crime The crucifix must be the object of all our thoughts We are close to the end And the Antichrist is about to appear from moment to moment Our soul, indeed our life, must be entirely reconcentrated in God; and he must exercise himself, from now on, in the contemplation of heavenly glory and in the love of blessed souls: above all, of the Most Holy Virgin Bernardo loves her so much and spreads himself in affectionate expressions so new for Maria, as to believe that he has news of the spiritual loves for celestial souls, sung at the time by the ascetics of Islam, and certainly well known to the most educated of the Crusaders Nd Aristotle пё Platoue, although pagans, they could be eliminated from life, from culture The diffusion of the Gospel, the propagation of the faith, the apology of Christianity, required knowledge of ancient thought Boethius had handed down some Aristotelian writings But by far the Muslims possessed the most important works of the philosopher translated from Syriac into Arabic: and they interpreted them, challenging Christians to answer their arguments Even the Jews knew them; and they had translated them from the Arabic And against Averrods, they boasted the science of Mosd Maimonides When precisely the Caliphii of Spain cruelled against the philosophers, ninety two THE SACRED POEM the followers of Averrofes sought refuge among the Christians of the Iberian provinces; and the Jews migrated to Provence, bringing with them Aristotelian and Neo-Platonic books, which were immediately translated from Hebrew into Latin And so the theologians finally had the opportunity to study them, and to know the thought of the Philosopher together with that of Averroâs, Maimonides, and other Arab scholars, such as Al-Ghazali The Arab civilization, custodian and revealer of classical culture, was studied in Italy in the court of Frederick II, through the singular merit of Michele Scotto, an eminent doctor, defamed as an alchemist and magician But especially flowers in France in the studio of l'arigi, then very crowded Aristotelian or Platonic ideas, especially represented in the light of Averrobs, and Arab and Jewish mystics, caused a scandal Pantheism and rationalism gained followers among Christians And the secular scientists posed as incredulous or, as they said, as Epicureans Then there were repeated condemnations of the Church; and rdghi in fiamrae for heretics Abelard was blamed for inoculating his disciples with the poison of rationalism However, he counted among his pupils an Alexander III, and a Pier Lombardo, bishop of Paris, who was precisely the Master of Scholastic Doctors The new mendicant religious, Franciscans and Dominicans, professed theology vicariously in the Paris Studio: those, like Alessandro Halesio and Saint Bonaventure, with a mystical orientation; the others, Albert the Great and Saint Thomas, with a scientific and rational method, courageously making use of Aristotle and Arab and Jewish commentaries Both had to avoid Scylla and Ca-riddi: Neo-Platonic pantheism and the rationalism of THE SCHOOL Averroes It wasn't easy Аѵеггоёк seemed to play Aristotle to perfection; and to be particularly convincing in demonstrating the unity of the intellect in the human species: which amounted to denying the individual spirit and therefore immortality in the Christian sense St Thomas Raedesimo was not exempt from suspicions; and therefore he was exempted, it seems, from teaching A few years later he returned to Paris, perhaps called in penance to refute the Averroist theory He died young again Three years later ( ), on the anniversary of his death, a syllabus of the errors taught in the Parisian Studio was condemned by both the bishops of Paris and of Canterbury: and for some theses it concerned Thomas himself, and also the cleric Sigieri of Brabant, his colleague in teaching; who, having appealed to Rome and held prisoner of the pope, was killed in Orvieto «with gravel * by those who had orders to watch over him or suppress him (*) Ten years run by euphoria and confusion in theological studies To Thomas the French oppose Duns Scotus; to rationalism mysticism, to Aristotelian principles, Platonic ones The Dominicans, Albertus Magnus first of all, energetically take the defense of Thomas Aquinas, whose works, especially the two Somnie, philosophical and theological, shine every light, in the middle (*) On Averroes and Averroism, read the beautiful book by Ernesto Renan, one of those that do not age Then regarding the events of Thomas Aquinas and Sigieri of Brabant, the studies published, after long and patient researches, by the Dominican Father Mandonnet, on the writings and ideas of that same Sigieri ( ) should be consulted St Thomas, interpreting Aristotle "Averroistically", must have meant or meant, in the Christian sense, that the soul individuates by dying infuses itself, as the mystics say, blissfully in God But they are enigmas that can easily give rise to misunderstandings TL SACRED POEM intolerable criță of ecclesiastical thought Until Pope John the Caorsino, finding in Thomaso's works arguments to support his prerogatives against the emperor Louis the Bavarian, in included him in the canon of saints Every controversy is over St Thomas becomes and will remain the Theologian of the Church And free theology, with Marsilius of Padua and William of Occam, took refuge at the court of Bavaro A new cycle of thinking begins And modern philosophy XIV VlSIONI ЛРОСА ЛТТІСНЕ Jewish Hell and Christian Heaven — The monks discovering the earthly Paradise — Representations of the other world — Cathars Patarini and the Poor of Christ — The Antichrist — Joachim of Fiore and the new age of the Holy Spirit Representations of a passage to hell and heaven do not come from the Jewish religion, but from paganism The Jews, like the Babylonians, believed that the shadow of the deceased descended into Scedl; separated from the living and the heavens, and unable to return to existence Ecclesiastes, composed in the Hellenistic age, alludes to a return of the spirit to God, in the sense of Greek philosophy: but it does not mention the immortality of the individual soul Daniel expresses the belief in the resurrection of the just on earth, at the beginning of the messianic age A prophet pariah of the wicked who will be damned, at the coming of the Messiah, to burn in an unquenchable fire; which had been in other times the one in which the tender ones were cruelly offered APOCALYPTIC VISIONS children as a burnt offering to God in Gehenna near Jerusalem Christianity accepted these generic affirmations But the faith, soon spread, that in the three days from death to resurrection the Soul, not even the Shadow, of Jesus had descended into hell, gave rise to so many descriptions of the other world, which took away from paganism the traditional elements The oldest is contained in the Apocalypse of Peter, second century; of which a precious fragment was found in our times in Egypt Tell us that Peter was shown by the Lord heaven, then hell in its various compartments! It is a reflection of Egyptian beliefs He had a great deal However, the Church did not place it in the New Testament; and remained an apocrypha), like so many others A secondary redaction of the apocryphal Acts of Pilate, composed between the fourth and fifth centuries, in evident rapport with the ancient and admirable Odes of Solomon, is in the Gospel of Nieodemus It represents the descent of the Soul of Christ into hell Frightened Satan bars the doors But Jesus opens them and opens them forever Many defimti are resuscitați; and two of them give information to the writer Similarly, antiquity knew an Ascension of Paul, derived from the sober reference of the second Leftera of the apostle to the Church of Corinth; and of which, lost, there were further editions in Greek, one published in , others in different languages: very widespread in the medieval world Paul witnesses a judgment of souls Admire the city of God amidst lush gardens, by a river of milk, and enclosed by the oceanic river And then he sees hell, full of priests: and he weeps But she is consoled by her visit to the earthly Paradise, where she appears among THE SACRED POEM seniori a beautiful woman: ё Maria Since the second century Christians were comforted by hearing similar visions in churches; like those of Enna, brother of the pope Ріо I in Rome And, in thinking of it, the candidates for inarriory consoled each other, in expectation of the deadly passage; as narrated in the Acts of Perpetua and Satyr martyrs a Carthage, written by Tertullian perhaps; with corn-moving images, for their candid simplicity and ingenuity The monks naturally welcomed and continued to transmit such visions; integrating them with those of which they themselves were witnesses, living in the deserts among demons, monsters and damned souls: and adding neo-Platonic elements of relations with celestial spirits, such as those of the Pseudo-I Jionigi And from the East the mass of traditions also passed into Italy, among the followers of Benedict And St Gregory the Great in his Dialogues referred to some of them, which have relations with Platoue and Plu-tarch, Arta Viraf and the like It has a particular character that of one, resuscitated after death; who tells of having traveled to a very high bridge between heaven and earth, which is the Mazdean Cinvat or the Arab Sirat From it, through Muslim theology, the mountain of Purgatory was gradually formed The earthly paradise, during the early Middle Ages, was the object of audacious research and journeys to discover it, made by courageous monks The Egyptian story of Alexander's oriental deeds, by Pseudo-Callisthenes, famous in the middle centuries, already speaks of the Hero's incredible adventures: one day he ascended to heaven on the (Egyptian) griffin; descended to the bottom of the sea, with an admirable instrument; finally arrived at the wooded shores of the Far East, where the army found a APOCALYPTIC VISIONS multitude of Amazons and Sirens, who defeated the soldiers in battles of love The monks didn't expect to get there But three of them set out on their journey: and they continued until a holy hermitage, met on the way, admonished them to stop and return They had come within a few miles of the Paradiso Perd three other monks succeeded happily in the attempt; and arrived at the gates of the city wonderful they were allowed to enter by the guardian angel And they rested there and stayed pleasantly Then they went back They thought they had stayed there three days; instead it was three centuries The Benedictine legends of Irish origin are better known and popularized; related to San Brandano, to the well of San Patrizio, to Tundalo Brandano beyond the "concerns" of Hercules, in the footsteps of Dante's Ulysses, goes by sea to the Isola dei Beati, and passes from one adventure to another; until he arrives at the earthly paradise and sees a very high bridge, steep and narrow like a column, which touches the sky Can't get near it A sinner knight sank into the Well of St Patrick in a spirit of penance; and from there it passes in the interior up to the usual Ponte-Colonna, and then to Paradise Tundalo is a resuscitate, like the Platonic Er and the Plutarch Thespesius, who narrates his passage through hell up to the bridge by which one ascends to Paradise Other similar legends adorn the monastic tradition The most notable is the vision of Wettino, a ninth-century monk, written in a thousand hexameters by the monk Walafrido Strabo; where Charlemagne is seen in hell, in pain of his Jussuria, thixo consist gressu, oppositumque animal lacera-re virilia stantis! S MiNoct Hi, Ц Poema Sacro THE SACRED POEM Above all, these monastic legends have the purpose of defending the privileges of the Church And the rulers hostile to the authority ecclesiastical they pay the price forever, in the company of the devil But similar tales of the troubadours, in the courts of princes, instead represent hell as a place of torture for monks and bishops For, in spite of the power of the Church, there were a large number of heretics who opposed it; I harshly blame the splendor of the popes, the worldliness of the bishops, and the greed of the fat monks All of them had supposedly given up on the pleasures of life; and instead they were guilty of pious vile vices: an unsuspecting witness, Piero Damiani (Liber (lomorrhianus) Paganism, with its mystical memories and popular customs, had never entirely disappeared in the regions of the empire And, flourishing again writing, many religious and especially Gnostic traditions had to re-emerge from the wreckage of antiquity Among the new heretics, who appeared around the millenium and later became legion, the so-called Cathars ( They were numerous especially in Provence, where, prevailing in the city of Albi, they were also called Albigensians The Cathars were outside the Church, or on the margins But among the Christian people there were thousands who, disgusted with ecclesiastical corruption, joined in APOCALYPTIC VISIONS religious communities; which on the Gospel, now translated into vulgar languages, intended to found a new order of life: poor, chaste, in every sense virtuous and opposed to that of the bishops and popes, with their unfortunate Decretals And they had various names: Patarini, Poveri Lombardi, Humiliati, Poor of Christ, Beguines of Flanders, Poor of Lyons Arnaldo da Brescia and Pietro Valdo were among their most distinguished tutors They all had in mind a reform of the Church; idea that even the monks approved Since from the Benedictine cloisters a desire for renewal issued and spread, which led to further monastic foundations: of Camaldolese, Carthusians, Cistercians, Carmelites, and others, without counting the military orders of the Crusaders And all were attracted by the great apocalyptic dream, and persuaded to live in the continuous and anguished expectation of the end of the world; that for so many clues, obtained from the New Testaments and especially from the Apocalypse, seemed near And the appearance of Christ, the severe judge, which Michelangelo later intuited and fixed in the Sistine Chapel, was expected: hoping and hoping that it was imminent First, however , the Antichrist had to manifest himself Which, and where? The monks thought of the empire, and designated an emperor: Barbarossa, or later Frederick II But the heretics, reading the Apocalypse, pointed to Rome: every more returned, from Constantine onwards, imperial and worldly, trafficker of kingdoms; again and always the Prostitute of the Genți The pope was the Antichrist And the age of St Francis of Assisi He had been preceded by a monk, Gioacchino da Fiore, famous interpreter of the Apocalypse; who announced that a new dragon would begin, corresponding to the third Person zoo THE SACRED РОЕМА of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit The servile law of the Old Testament, given by the Father, was succeeded by that of the Word, given to the children of God Today we would have the perfect freedom of the Spirit; in preparation for the end of the world And everyone had a duty as a coachman: to retire in solitude to pray and live in monastic asceticism The Franciscans, knowing the writings of Joachim, preached that a new Christ had appeared in Francis; that the end of the world could not be far off; and the age of the Spirit, called of the Eternal Gospel, would soon begin: and they deduced, from a datum of the Apocalypse, that it would begin precisely in ! The fateful hint plunged Italy and Catholicism into great confusion and anguish Passd that too Innocent UI, faced with the threatening movement of so many heretics, thought of acting Provence above all was bloodied and devastated Then it was Italy's turn Nonetheless, the Franciscans of a "spiritual" tendency, very numerous in the order, rejected any conciliation with the accommodating friars, who had also become worldly, continued to want a radical reform of the Church: finally Pier Giovanni Olivi, a Provençal of , ma-nifestd in a famous commentary on the Apocalypse, what was the рій bold Franciscan design A prodigious renewal of the Church was now certain and imminent The corruption of the prelats! and of the monks had reached its climax Papal Rome was the infamous Whore, who had to submit to God's vengeance The Pope was the Antichrist But his days were numbered A new Christ has appeared on earth And the glory of restoring the truth of Christianity on earth is reserved by God for the Order of Minors, spread everywhere Pier Giovanni Olivi was, in Santa Croce in Florence, a teacher of Dante THE SACRED POEM XV VIRGIL AND BEATRICE The Poem of Imperial Rome — Virgil in the Middle Ages — Beatrice, as Spirit of heaven — Hypostasis of Biblical Wisdom — Mystical, pagan and Muslim figurations Dante Alighieri had first of all, and he perhaps would have said only, for master Virgil The elements of all sorts, religious and aesthetic, which flowed into his spirit to compose the harmonic or grandiose construction of the Sacred Poem, taken everywhere and used with wisdom and the virtue of genius, were rough and crude materials The worthy arteflee began to elaborate and reorder them, trustingly following the luminous example of poetry he had before him: Virgil; especially the Aeneid And the Aeneid was for Alighieri, and it is for us who know more and more its origins and wonderful concept, a Sacred Poem Virgil's work, in its triple bucolic, georgic and epic expression, is unitary; and it must be considered as the fruit, not integral, of the Poem which in Virgil's thought remained, in his death, a hopeless desire Because Virgil trained by reading two authors: Ennius and Lucretius And generously invi-did them And he too wanted to give to the centuries the Sacred Poem, for which he felt inspired; and that it was to be the happy synthesis of a sublime cosmic ideal, transfused into the concept of a great historical reality: Rome and the empire But the vicissitudes of life prevented him And where to humble yourself when necessary; which was the will of Augustus But THE SACRED POEM When is genius ever overwhelmed by necessity? It might as well be said that fate is superior to God Virgil won and triumphed; casting with the divine seal of his poetry, and instilling the spirit of an immortal life in every hexameter, derived from his thought and closed, almost a gem in an aurc setting, in the old Ennan or Lucretian rhythm And Virgil had to compete with the two mighty rivals РегсЬё they both had Science and Poetry, maybe even enthusiasm; and yet they have faith, religious inspiration, the feeling of the cosmic mystery, whereby the soul lives in God, God reveals himself to the soul Isn't Virgil all already in the Ihicolics, eulogizes fourth and sixth? And in the second book of Georgichc has not already revealed i! great love of his life, the hope of writing that Sacred Poem, which will then have to go down with him to the sepulcher? And yet the Aeneid divinely shines in the rays of the sublime ideal, pursued by him, never fully achieved in the peace of his refuge on the shores of the Neapolitan gulf The times are ripe The old world dies; the century, which so many mourners brought to earth, and sealed Aeneas descended to hell, by divine reason; and the Sibyl guided him to understand the mysteries of the future: showing him the souls of the Heroes destined, having completed their cycle of previous existence, to be reincarnated in the imperial lineage of Rome To what? РегсЬё? Aeneas did not know, but Virgil intuited The hour has come, that a new cosmic cycle, a new era is about to begin The redeemer of humanity, Romanus, is born; and Romano will be Who is born? The son of a consul or of God? And history answers: Gesti is born Virgil descends into the tomb with the great expectation VIRGIL AND BEATRICE ranza, living in his heart Plato foresaw his passion and death from afar Now Virgil, according to what so many said to the Fathers of Nicaea, closely foretells their glory Here is the profound reason why Virgil, a fiery poet of the spirit, traversed like a sun high in the skies the Mcdioevo: read, studied, commented on from the very first days Hated by a Caligula and criticized by pedants, pallbearers of art, like a Fronto; but universally loved, from Horace and Tibullus onwards Anyone who understood him exalted him more than a literate poet, like a creative poet, whose soul shone with wisdom and goodness The basilica Ulpia heard the public readings of the Aeneid The grammarians were so familiar with him that with their quotations the Virgilian work could be remade almost entirely For the wise, who are few, he was an incomparable Master; for all the others - unable to find another word - he was a Magician: for both, the author of stupendous poems (carmi)ta) or powerful formulas (carmina) Already in ancient times, lots were cast on the verses of Virgil Ecclesiastics and monks in Virgil had to study grammar And Virgil, most wise among the page poets, turned out to be truly religious and sacred to every civilization And Dante rightly based the creation of Italian poetry on Virgil But Virgil could not, alone, be Dante's guide and teacher Another guide, superhuman, heavenly indeed, Dante had to choose to make the great passage from earth to heaven, from the cosmos to God And it was Beatrice Who? She was an earthly woman, if you like, in the beginning and in the youthful eyes of the poet But he was an angel, a divine being, a star in heaven, a flower in heaven, THE SACRED POEM the true Beatrice, the queen of every virtil, destroyer of every vice; сіоё the glorious Woman of his mind: Wisdom, not conceived by men, but created by God for the bliss of mortals The Bible, so shy of any mythological semblance, has formed a crown of luminous images out of love for her, to be placed on the most pure forehead of this Daughter of God It is an exception: but in the inspired soul of the ancient sages it is a stupendous symbol and I would say a spiritual reality, which through love unites Mankind to God The philosopher poets, prior to Socrates, had some vague ideal appearances of him Socrates for her alone I feel emotion and enthusiasm Socrates, or Plato? Who will reveal the enigma of Diotima, priestess of love, in the Platonic banquet? And if we had the lost dialogues of Aristotle, we would therefore not find in them a reflected light of his love for Wisdom; whence did he have, present to him, the living symbol in the beloved Pythia, the daughter of the heroic Hermia? Since the ancients, by poetic impulse as well as by religious tradition, all inclined to represent Wisdom, as the Goddess revealing a perfect love The Babylonian Istar, the Persian Anahita, the Mazdean Spenta Armaiti, the Egyptian Isis, ascending the spirit in the contemplative altitudes, all transfigured into Wisdom, inspirer of poets and philosophers Apuleius, after having overshadowed a celestial Beatrice of Eros, narrating the amorous sufferings of Psyche in hatred of vulgar Venus, left an admirable testimony of the deep affection that united him to his Beatrice, making her a devotee of Wisdom And it was Ceres Eleusinian, Venus Urania, Artemis Ephesian, Proserpinâ triforme; but above all she was the Queen of Heaven, who to her faithful VIRGIL AND BEATRICE appears in a dream, divinely beautiful, crowned with flowers, in multicolored candid dresses or crosses, or the color of living flame, under a pale veil with purple reflections, which elegantly and pliantly envelops her all the way down to her feet The rites of the mysteries and gnosis transmitted to the neo-Platonic philosophers this sublime symbol of faith in a celestial deity, giver of immortality: the same one who descended in angelic forms to console Boethius in the gloomy prison, condemned by the barbarian Theodoric to death What piii? Islam itself, enemy of every human figuration of the divine, has not been able to exempt itself from the charms of such a lofty poetic symbol And if the Arabs prior to the prophet had given an example of harmonious charms, inspired by the love of fragile creatures or by the pain of betrayal; the solitary mystics, consecrated to asceticism and enraptured in contemplative thoughts, practiced for a long time in the rhythms dedicated to celebrating that Wisdom which is divine Love And it presents itself, in the secret of the soul, as a revelation of the mystery; we the delightful forms of a Woman of perfect virtue, whose vision is bliss After the all too austere epic narratives of Firdusi, who hasn't heard the names of two famous lyric poets who were Dante's contemporaries, such as Saadi and Haflz? And to them it is also worth adding Gelal Ad-Din Ruml These and other poets variously, in Persian or Arabic, striving to attain the Wisdom that redirae the spirit, ascended into the heaven of the blessed And there in communion of love they reunited with God eternally, contemplating the Woman of their sublime dreams in the Paradise Banquet Mystical in its symbols, their poetry also intends to express concepts, such as Dante's THE SACRED POEM XVI The Divine Poem Poetic unfolding and unity of Dante's triptice work — The Vita Nuova and the mystical ideal — The Canzoniere del Convivio and philosophical reflection — The Divine Comedy and reality spiritual It does not belong to us to make here a description, even a succinct one, of Dante's life and works; in a commentary, albeit synthetic, of the , only to be reunited with her beloved; created by God for the bliss and salvation of him alone His celestial spirit shines in the light of beautiful eyes; manifested in the smile; join the beloved with a simple glance, a very pure greeting And the beloved distinguishes it among all And to her alone in the same place I felt to be consecrated But especially he contemplates her happy in the silent light, in the semi-darkness of a church; among angelic songs in which she participates, and among diffused clouds of incense and harmonies of organs praising with her the Queen of Heaven If Boethius in the Consolation, on which Dante became passionate, was, one can say, teacher and guide in composing the Vita Nuova; there is no doubt, however, that Dante's little volume far surpasses that of Anasta-sius It is natural that Virgil should have pointed out popes and cardinals in the fourth circle of the misers and prodigals We would not expect to find a pope among the heretics; while it is known how much deference Dante welcomes the doctrines of Tommaso d'Atpiino, who taught that the successor of Saint Peter should never be wrong; and affirmed that the Pope was infallible in matters of faith and morals Dante tends to show, by following the common opinion, in his time about Pope Anastasius, that for him the Roman Pontiff is fallible, and history gives, indeed proof of this Evidently, he intends to oppose the papal claims of those who presume to be infallible: a Clement V, even worse a John ХХП, who will be accused by the Paris Studio as a heretic The subtle Aristotelian reasoning serves to explain the particular distinctions of sin and punishment, which we find in the last three circles And therefore the seventh d variously populated by different species of violent people, in three circles: of boiling blood, in which tyrants and assassins are found; of the rugged forest of suicides and spendthrifts; and burning sand, for the blasphemers, the sodomites, the usurai A deep abyss then separates the eighth from the seventh circle; into which the poet descends with his guide on the back of Geryon, a dragon floating in the air, symbol of Fraud, to whom the eighth circle is intended It is interesting to note that the Fraud appears after that, at the request of Virgil, Dante has dissolved and IN THE CITY OF DITE deprived of the rope, with which I think I can catch and hold back the Lonza, which prevented him from going up the delightful mountain And Virgil throws her into the abyss, to the right; and on the right also Fraud arrives, immediately ready to draw to his ruin those who in good faith turn, lacking the grace of heaven and sane prudence, along the paths of life to meet their destiny By this the poet seems to mean that man, in general, if he is unable to distance himself from the present worldly living in solitude, armed with his virtue, as Gioacchino da Fiore wanted, feeding his soul with lofty thoughts and of visions; and inevitably, remaining among men, he is the victim of the evil and fraud of others Such was the experience to which Dante himself, freed from the Franciscan rope, surrounded not without a hope, had had to submit The large or circle of fraudsters, which in the economy of the Comedy has greater extension, is divided into ten bolge, or ditches, in which sinners are forced, in the following order: pimps and seducers, flatterers, simoniacs, soothsayers and sorcerers, barters, hypocrites, thieves, false advisers, sowers of scandals and schisms, forgers It is a sort of natural bridge, made up of joined and subordinate rocks, rejoins one ditch with the other and gives passage to poets; except at one point, where it is necessary to descend into the Bolgia degli Ipocriti, cross it and laboriously climb up the embankment Dante, accused of bartering, entertains himself more and more, as if for an amusing show, among the barters And little runs there that he doesn't fall victim to the devils, who have come to keep him company; talchb Virgil is just in time to rescue him But, undoubtedly, he gives, special im- THE SACRED POEM bearing on his passage among the simoniacs, where he expresses a solemn judgment on the Roman Pontiffs; while he did not stop to insist on the vice of the prelates, which already provoked the wrath of San Pier Damiani, in his * book go-morrano » Simony was an ancient vice in the Church; and for too long an age denounced with disdain, not only by heretics but by holy monks in cloisters or on episcopal chairs And it is no wonder that the poet finds a bedlam full of them in hell On the contrary, one would say that from there, from that very sad background of greedy ecclesiastical avarice, the She-Wolf appeared in the world, as a symbol of the Roman Church, better than from the fourth circle Dante, faced with simoniac popes damned there and yet reigning in Rome or Avignon, must restrain himself out of regard for the high dignity they represent But he does not hesitate to apply to them the terrible judgment that from the Apocalypse of Rome, execrated as an infamous Whore, quick to prostitute herself to the Kings; convinced that, if not the Church, at least the Somino Pontiff has been in decline ever since he had a temporal power, such as was given by Constantine, as was then believed Needless to say, similar opinions, however heretical in nature and in every way advocated by heretics, were nevertheless shared, under the reign of Boniface VIII and in the face of the scandal of the Avignonese Popes, by many Catholics; and particularly by those, among the "spirituals", who nonetheless formed the most active and virtuous part of the Franciscan Order But Dante also severely judges the excesses of sectarians, willing and ready to sow scandal! and schisms in the Church, instead of all returning to reform it And therefore the Apostolic of IN THE CITY OF DITE Fra Dolcino, perhaps better than the blade made to him by his enemies after they took him and burned him alive, are placed on a par with the followers of Alaometto, whose religion the theologians themselves used to call a schism from Catholicism The last and narrowest circle is surrounded, almost guarded, by the Giants, by nature terrible adversaries of the divinity Among them Antaeus, relatively mild, by Virgil asked with authority to place the poets slightly lower in the background, where he is Lucifer The waters, derived from the Veglio weeping of Crete, from which formed the Acheron and Styx and Phlegethon, changing their name and descending always the same and different, gather together and form Cocytus; which congeals in the wind of Lucifer's aii and freezes, containing within itself the traitors, more or less, according to the malice of their sins Lucifer is the cause of eternal frost; he is condemned to be the author of the sentence that punishes him And it has a head with three faces; the one between white and yellow, the other black, the vermilion one in the middle It is a strange figure, which seems to have been devised as if to form the opposite of the Christian Trinity; and perhaps it is a satanic forgery, devised by the Cathars The most terrible punishment is intended for the traitors who attempted to vain the religious redemption of mankind and the civil glory of the universal empire Brutus and Cassius are each mangled by the bullshit fair of the two lateral faces of Lucifer; and Judas is in the middle one, against whom the Devil defies not only biting but also scratching him angrily It's the last vision All that remains is to get out of there, and return by a secret and dark way to the light of heaven THE SACRED POEM XIX The Sacred Mountain Formation of Purgatory — Presence of Cato — The steep ascent — Sinners who wait - Sordello — Transfer to the celestial heights — The Angel of the Gate Dante's geography, assuming elements of ancient derivation from the East, supposes that Lucifer, taking off from the sky, transformed into an inert mass, plunged down into the center of the material universe; and that the earth, destined to be the abode of humanity, would withdraw before him, falling Thus the deep infernal văile was formed on that side; and on the opposite side the Mount, which today acts as purgatory or and was originally, for having come closer to heaven, the earthly paradise And Lucifer remained caught in the midst of the eternal frost of the waters of death, which are the effect of sin and also descend towards him from the earthly paradise In fact, the Lethe river comes from up there, which traced from purgatory to the point of the abyss, where Lucifer is, a path by which poets rise from the center of the earth to the hemisphere opposite to that from whence they came It is the place where, finally going out to see the sky again, one finds the precise antipodes of Jerusalem, near which Gehenna is located; thus answering the earthly paradise directly to the site of Calvary, center or umbilical of the inhabited world, between the eastern ends of the banks of the Ganges and the western ones of the Coloane d'Ercole THE SACRED MOUNT The poets have arrived on the beach of purgatory, before dawn It's night But, among the bright stars, Venus shines in the east; and towards the Antarctic pole four stars sparkle with wondrous light And behold, an old man immediately present appears, fully illuminated by the rays of the four stars It's Cato; he who was already exalted, by the ancients, like Brutus, as an enemy of Caesar, and even proposed by Seneca as a model of a divine life Dante of so much hero makes the symbol of the Righteous It is the opposite of Minos, which symbolizes inexorable justice, punisher of evil that does not deserve forgiveness He is the guardian of purgatory, watching over and inciting souls to ascend And to him, amazed and almost suspicious, Virgil turned; and explains how they got there thanks to Beatrice's help, and to go to meet her: then she begs him to grant them free passage The venerable watchman, whom Marzia, his favorite, remembers not in vain, allows passage He only warns that Dante, before advancing, is purified in the face with the dew that removes the residues of the tears shed in vain, as well as the stains and furai of sin; and then recited by a lively girdle of salutary peace and heavenly grace, which makes it more alacritic satire The poets, realizing that the dawn has risen and heralds the imminent sun, by solitary plane they go as far as the seashore There the purification takes place; and the living rush encloses the side from which the dead rope already hung Meanwhile the sun rises and advances in the clearest sky, which will guide the poet's ascension The ocean and the mountain shine; when, behold, on the very distant sea it appears as luminous as a star and approaches S Minocchj, The Sacred Poem THE SACRED POEM swiftly an angel, who brings a crowd of redeemed souls to those shores on a light vessel They come from the mouth of the Tebro, where it seems that the chosen spirits temporarily stop before entering eternity; perhaps to lay aside the pious grave waste of earthly life and the vain affections and regret They come, pure spirits, from Rome, to ascend to that celestial Rome, in which Christ is Roman Rome was always the center of the Church, where Peter had his seat, in whose power are the keys to heaven And in the thought of the poet there is, as it seems, the tendency to consider the City of the empire and of the papacy as almost an umbilico of the world, instead of Jerusalem; against the presumption perhaps of Muslim theologians, who affirm that so much privilege should be attributed to the Mass rather than to Jerusalem Of those souls who have now arrived, one recognizes the poet, of whom he was a friend while living: the musician Casella And the pleasure of finding each other there makes both linger in sweet memories; so much so that Cato arrives and scolds and incites the souls to leave and carry out their holy ascension without human respect But for where? There does not seem to be any surmountable route to be found there for satire; so steep or sheer the mountain rushes towards the sky While the poets watch and reflect, a group of souls slowly appears from the left and a group of souls comes towards them, to which Virgil asks where there is any path that allows them to climb the mountain And they invite pilgrims to go together They are the spirits of those who died in absentia of the Church, excommunicated And yet they are redeemed from their conscience, converted at the end of their lives by the grace of God THE SACRED MOUNT And they are allowed to spend a certain time there, before crossing the threshold of the door of purgatory One of them reveals himself to Dante: King Manfredi; and he harshly blamed Pope Clement IV and the bishop of Cosenza, who had him brutally dug up and thrown the bones in the countryside But God lost, if not the Church, had mercy on him G-they come to the pass It's narrow, very steep The climb must be painful But it is better to ascend boldly; knowing full well that the ascent will become less and less troublesome, the more you go you will reunite with heaven Meanwhile, while Virgil explains to Dante how in the other world the sun, high in the sky, remains to the left of those looking east, they come across a group of souls still in the shade behind a boulder; those of those who are negligent in fulfilling their religious duties while living And noon As they go, they meet other people who go away singing psalms slowly; and they too, as is quite natural, are amazed by the fact, unheard of there, that the poet's living body casts shade in the sun; and send messengers to hear tidings They are the souls of sinners, reconciled to God only at the end of their lives; and they must remain there for some time before passing beyond the door of purgatory Among them, ѵ'ё Buonconte da Montefeltro, who died in Campaldino; the Ріа and others very much: who strongly recommend themselves to the poet, роісііё will be returned to the world, to pray for them and to pray СЬё prayer anticipates the ascent to heaven It's evening Dante, to whom Virgil reminded Beatrice, feels willing to continue the arduous journey And he admonishes him not to be as easy as he thinks; and for precise information he turns to a spi- THE SACRED POEM solitary rite, who sits there thoughtfully and in a magnanimous aspect It is Sordello, from Mantua; who immediately, hearing Virgil mention Mantua, gets up, goes to meet him and embraces him Such a prompt affection of souls, of a time distant from each other and unknown to each other, awakens in Dante the painful memory of the state of Italy, in the grip of unjust tyrants who disfigure it with massacres and hate; bitterly divided within itself by the ill will of its bad citizens, who prevail over the honest and forbid all justice with violence and fraud A man would take, a warrior; who with the sword restored order to this Italy in the evening, more and more defeated by a Boniface VIII and abandoned by a Clement V; where the Church and religion are a source of scandal, and the Cross has become a sign of discord rather than peace It would take a warrior, a man of faith, at the head of the empire; a German, if God wills, who would come to Italy: and from the seat of eternal Rome restore the law and the social order Vain hope, today; while the emperor Albert stays beyond the mountains and neglects his first imperial duty, and does not care for Italy and Rome Woe to him: history will judge him; it will be, a judgment of God The night is next Sordello warns that once the sun has set, no further journey can be made Then he leads them to a pleasant hollow in the steep beach, to spend the night there; there where many souls are, among the greenery and the flowers, and sing: spirits of rulers and princes who have already neglected, distracted by earthly cares, eternal salvation; and today they have to wait for a later passage to heaven And among them Sordello indicates some: for example, Ridolfo emperor, sad there for not having accomplished, when THE SACRED MOUNT it was time, his duty; Philip the Fair, opponent of Boniface VIII; and the valiant Peter of Aragon, together with Charles I of Angid; and King Henry of England After the spirits have finished singing, the three poets descend among the great Shadows One of them recognizes ours; and points it out to a nearby Corrado Malaspina ; who predicts to Dante the good reception he will have by his descendants during the exile, which was repeatedly announced to him in the passage to hell The instant of twilight and the appearance of the stars in the sky is marked by the descent of two angels, green in their clothes and hair, blond and very luminous in their faces; each holding a fiery sword, without the point They come from below Mary's throne, guarding the pleasant văile, to chase away the snake which, it seems, appears every evening And, in fact, a little later the reptile appears crawling and cautiously advances; and maybe it's the same one he already tried Eve in paradise on top of Mt Perd, the angels immediately move to face him, and he flees; and they go back to heaven It is an allegorical vision of obscure meaning It's night High in the sky are three stars, which attract the gaze of the contemplating poet The four already seen before dawn have descended on the horizon The sublime contemplation continues until the end of the night; then the poet, overcome by sleep, falls asleep And an eagle from heaven appears in a dream and has golden feathers, and flies upwards, wheeling a little; then terrible descends and quick as lightning seizes the poet and kidnaps him up, it seems to him, up to where the igneous sphere of the sky surrounds and closes this lower world on all sides And it seems to him that he burns with it; and receives such a lively im- THE SACRED POEM pressure, which awakens The sun is high in the sky And the good Virgil explains to Dante that at dawn Lucia, his patroness, descends from heaven; and it has transported beyond the lofty limits of the earthly world, where it is the Door of Purgatory, humanly inaccessible And a splendid Angel sits on the steps of the adamantine threshold, with a naked sword in his hand Asked for and obtained permission to pass, the poet kneels down and confesses his sins in a Christian way And the angel engraves on his forehead with the sword the seven signs of sin, which the ascending gradually for the different grades of the mountain brings him one after the other And with two gold and silver keys - which are truly Peter's - he opens the door of redemption to the mystical pilgrim; only that, having entered, he no longer turns to look back, while with metallic harmony the door closes All relationship of the poet with the world has now ceased XX In the realm of the Spirit State of Purgatory — Along the ways of the sun — The question of free will - Statius was saved — The Life and Mind of the Shadows —Inistic visions —The arrival at the top The logical construction of Purgatory, in the Aristotelian-Thomistic sense, appears analogous to that of Hell, even though it has its own character Sins, in which malice prevails and in consequence acquire the hatred of heaven, are in no case susceptible of forgiveness IN THE KINGDOM OF THE SPIRIT And perd are punished in the City of Dis Outside the city, on the other hand, sinners remain astray by more or less instinct, which is a form of animal love of created things; and if this false love leads to damnation, when it reaches a certain degree of malice, it can in other cases be a reason for venial sin, from which the soul is purified precisely in purgatory And perdi, with which souls are punished who have a natural love, regulated and directed by the light of reason and of the will free and responsible, they have made bad use: either turning it to evil, like those who sin (I) of pride or (П) of envy or who let themselves be overcome (III) by anger; or turning him to do good, yes, in seeking happiness, he loses with less care than necessary, like (IV) the slothful; or by remaining attached to the relative goods of this world, too much more than it is convenient for virtue and morality, as happens (V) to the greedy and prodigals, to the greedy (VI), or finally (VII) to the lustful It follows that all sorts of souls, among these seven species of culprits, purify themselves successively in this or that of the seven circles, which make up Purgatory; and streets narrower the further they proceed towards the top Naturally the first circle, a very narrow shelf with a margin of seven or eight arms, which poets reach with difficulty, is reserved for the proud; condemned to bend over under the weight of a heavy stone and to gaze at sculptures at the same level and at the next wall of the mountain, bright moral examples of pride or humility The passage to the second circle, guarded like the others by an angel, introduces the poets where the envious are punished, covered with vile hair shirt and closed their eyes to THE SACRED POEM force; some are forced, in order not to fall off the short ledge, to lean against the wall And there you hear voices flying through the air opportunely recalling ancient and new examples of charitable love or of envy punished with justice In the third circle the irascible are chastised, wrapped up in a dense and acrid smoke; where good or bad examples, edifying to the teaching of meekness, are inspired in mind and soul by means of mystical visions On the steps of the transition to the new group, the sun gone, the not tc The brzes are missing; and it is better to wait for the new dawn The sun, as Cato said, is to serve as a guide to pilgrims towards heaven And, when poets lack a precise indication of the way to follow, Virgil turns confidently, with a praise or a hymn precisely to the sun, which leads us along the straight path Meanwhile, the presence of Dante there where the vices are punished by which polluted Florence, all ablaze with pride and envy and avarice, induces the poet's soul to recall that Văile of the Arno which does not deserve to be named, ras- resembling too much the infernal Better than the Arno, one could in fact say Acheron the hume that proceeds through such a bad country, inhabited and successively by pigs and dogs and wolves and foxes So it has nothing to envy to that văile of Hell full of lust, gluttony, avarice, anger and fraud And insomnia is also an unfortunate and cursed fright, which worthily ends in the City, where violence and deceit tingon the water with blood And in there, the city streets form as many bolgia; up to the estreraa he made, full of traitors, which recalls Pisa IN THE KINGDOM OF THE SPIRIT Once the poets have therefore reached the short edge of the circle, where the slothful are punished, having lived slowly in performing their good deeds, and forced to run there shouting examples of solicitude or bad laziness, they are arrested by the arrivals of the night And Virgil gives us a good reasoning argument, to expose Dante the ethical reason, from which the form of purgatory takes its origin, with the various faults purified therein in progressive logical order But Dante is made restless in the depths of his soul by a doubt It is the doubt that disturbs and torments him since the first moments he descended into the infernal circle of Minos; so much so that at first he was almost bewildered by pity when the unhappy Tristan was shown to him And then to the weeping and story of Paolo and Francesca he fell as if overwhelmed by death from too much distress And the doubt, insomnia, if the human will can be said to be truly free in acting; and if that free will really exists, by which man is held responsible for his acts and susceptible to punishment or reward A little earlier, finding himself among the irascible and speaking on the corruption of Italy, he had alluded to the opinion which attributes our various social status to celestial influences, to which men are passively subject And a Spirit had enlightened him, demonstrating to him the strength and virtue, сЬ'ё in us, of free choice between evil and good; despite the fact that astral influences determine the beginning of human action are undeniable Dante is not entirely convinced He now repeats the difficulty to Virgil from another point of view; сіоё of instinct or natural love If this love, necessary in us and unsurpassable, is the same that moves the soul to THE SACRED POEM to act either badly or well, there can be no freedom of choice, no merit Virgil explains, in accordance with Thomistic philosophy, that although there is an instinct within us that moves us to act, nevertheless our soul is rational; and therefore possesses the virtue of permitting or resisting each other's good and bad instincts The reasoning seems to work But it remains obscure none the less and disquieting for anyone who could calmly evaluate the reasons which led, both in the Paris Study and elsewhere, to lean towards the Aristotelian theory of the world, in accordance with Averroes' teaching And lost, after all, the good Virgil refers to Beatrice, who will certainly be better able to persuade Dante around this great truth Faith, as Siger of Brabant also said, resolves doubts that rationally seem insurmountable At dawn, Dante falls asleep; and he dreams and subsequently sees a filthy Female appear to him with acts of a bewitching siren, and in return a holy Woman who manages to distract the poet's attention; and wakes up The vision, which perhaps has no particular meaning, reminds us of the similar apparitions which, upon reaching the other world, befell souls, according to the religion of the Mazdeans: beautiful maiden; and to the bad guys, a grinding old witch The poets, with the sun high, pass into the fifth circle; where are the misers and the prodigals, forced to lie stretched out, their faces on the ground, by day repeating examples of generosity, by night instead recalling contrary facts When suddenly you feel the mountain tremble, like an earthquake Like this, if they end at the door of the IN THE KINGDOM OF THE SPIRIT purgatory, all meteoric or terrestrial events, correlative to the Sacro Monte ? The truth is, that purgatory trembles with emotion as if it were alive, and everything is collected every time a soul, having completed the purification, ascends to heaven; thus giving occasion to other souls to sing praises to God Then a soul is shown to the two poets, which in fact is freed from the fifth circle and reunites with them, greeting them courteously It is Stazio, to whom Virgil was with his work of great impulse to convert to Christianity It is easy to think of the happiness of the newly elected to paradise, as soon as Dante reveals to him that the poet present with them is precisely that Virgil, whom Statius would so gladly have known in person while he lived Meanwhile, continuing their journey, the three poets, having passed a high staircase, come to find themselves on the sixth shelf, which is for gourmands; and, as usual, Virgil turns right to reach the next passage And so going and talking they find themselves in front of a tree, resembling an overturned fir tree; having сіоё the form that in the celestial paradise the great flowering tree has, with the verniers of the elect, in the empyrean of the mystics of Islam And it has fragrant apples, unreachable for lost; sl like the water that falls clear and fresh from the high rock and is lost among the leaves And a voice within the fronds cries out admirable examples of temperance The gourmands arrive in droves, so thin with hunger and thirst that they can hardly be recognised Dante marvels at this, and is enlightened by Virgil, about the nature of the shadows seen there and in hell The soul, explains Virgil, is not connected in its de- THE SACRED POEM associated with the body, except as it is vegetative or animal, in the progress from conception to birth God, according to the Thomistic theory, as soon as the human body proves capable, creates in it the rational soul, substitutive of the others And it is also the substantial form of the body; and however, as a spiritual and rational entity, it does not have its own organ: Іаісііё can exist even after death, as it identifies a person And we must therefore believe in a return, in a reinfusion of our active intellect, as if it were impersonal in us, in a universal Intelligence, different and separate from our own: which gives Averrods' error Therefore, the soul is separated from the body, all memory, intelligence and will, it retains its bodily forces implicit And he uses it to form an aerial body, which feels and suffers according to its merits in one way or another; and it changes accordingly, in purgatory as in hell Therefore the Shadows, although airy, by virtue of the soul that dwells in them, appear as if the soul had a body in each of them Here are регсЬё, for example, among the gluttonous Shadows are thin On the same shelf there is also a tree, coming from that of original sin which nevertheless exists in the earthly paradise And that in gluttons exacerbates their vain desire; a spirit is in it, and it goes shouting among the leafy fronds of warning gluttony The last circle is occupied, except for a short marginal space along the exterior comice, by a fire of open flame; within which sinners are due to the vice of lust And they come and go, shouting among themselves correlative examples of contrary virtues or faults To access the stairway, which by leads up to the earthly paradise, THE EARTHLY PARADISE it is necessary to cross that flame And Dante draws the courage and strength to pass through it, remembering Beatrice, who is waiting for him nearby But, crossing the fire, on the last steps the poets at sunset are surprised by the night and forced to stop They keep watch: and Dante falls asleep And he still sees a dream, when it's dawn: a young and beautiful woman in the middle of a flourishing moor; who goes singing and picks flowers to adorn herself and then gaze at herself in the clear mirror And Lia, sister of Racilele; and this one, on the other hand, cannot detach herself from gazing at her beautiful face in the mirror Dante wakes up; and Virgil warns him that his guiding office is over Paradise is there, with Beatrice nearby; пё Dante needs more guidance He can freely go or stay, as he wishes His science alone inspires and persuades him to seek bliss on the paths of life, by virtue of fervent love XXI The Earthly Paradise Matelda and the blessed shore — Apocalyptic Procession — Revelation of Beatrice — Repentance and grace — Ecclesiastical Apocalypse — To the sergeants of life The achievement of paradise at the top of purgatory is the most important fact of the poet's journey In a certain sense it constitutes indeed the most solemn event; located сот'ё in the center of the sacred Poem Indeed, the passage from earth to the other world achieves its direct purpose in Dante's encounter with Beatrice; the woman always THE SACRED POEM loved, then forgotten in the vicissitudes of life here below, and eternally loved in heaven The sun has risen The poet goes wandering as he pleases through the pleasant forest and feeling a gentle breeze blowing through the fronds, within which the little birds sing admirably And he arrives at a small river, from which he sees a woman beautiful, who comes towards him singing and goes picking flowers in the smiling and thoughtful attitude of a damsel in love And it explains to Dante, eager to know, how that breeze does not come from the earth but from the motion of the vicii, opposite And he teaches him that by divine virtue every plant is born there; and the supernal spring from which two rivers descend: the Lethe which is in front, and the Еішоё in another part That is the earthly paradise of Adam and Eve; who after sin rose from the earth and, having become unreachable to mortals, re-joined himself to heaven And behold, a lurainous flash spread with the sweetest melody throughout the divine forest And the poet is seized by a sacred fear, of not being able to repeat what he saw and that he cannot and must not be silent An apocalyptic vision begins Seven golden candelabra, which leave behind trails of light like a rainbow, appear across the river; preceding twenty-four elders crowned with lilies, followed in procession by the four mysterious animals described by Ezekiel and more precisely by the Apocalypse After them, is a triumphal chariot, with two wheels, pulled by a biform Griffin: aspect and auras of an eagle; white-vermilion flanks of a lion And there are three dorines on the right wheel, and four on the left So two old men, a doctor, a warrior; and four of humble appearance Another old man came forward, from the sleepy face THE EARTHLY PARADISE i lie Crowned with roses and other vermilion flowers, they all come forward Thunder is heard; the procession halted Among a hundred cheering angels, a veiled Woman appears on the chariot, entering a cloud of flowers, in a ruddy dress, green wreath, white veil, crowned with an olive tree And Beatrice Dante well realizes it, by the strength of an internal sentiment and of the deep ancient love And I turn to Virgil to restore his impression But Virgil, who has been by his side until now, has already disappeared! Dante is induced to cry But immediately Beatrice's severe rebuke reaches him; and warns him that instead he will have to mourn his guilt: he who was able to know Beatrice in childhood; and by virtue of her intelligence and the grace of God роіё understand that she was not just any lover, but a soul from cycles descended And to him he disclosed the treasures of mystical Wisdom, which redeems the spirit and exalts, even while living on earth, to paradise And yet he dared forget her, following fallacious images of the good, among worldly cares; whereupon he had nothing but misfortunes and troubles And yet we owe her redemption, salvation from certain perdition; to her who from the glory of the empyrean descended among the dead, to be able to free him from hell, where he was now irreparably ruining How could Dante ever re-present himself to Beatrice without demonstrating the intimate contrition that the grave or phallus certainly reawakened in him? To which he would have suffered the experience of infernal passion, hence the various trials he had to suffer in purgatory; learning to atone among redeemed souls for his sins, which the angels have gradually blotted out from his brow? Humble repentance, expressed with burning tears, will be the seal THE SACRED POEM of purification of the poet and reason for the forgiveness of Beatrice; before he forgets what he did wrong in the water of Lethe, and prepares to drink the good memory of his virtuous deeds at the source of the Eunophes And Dante, in fact, increasingly moved to the bottom of his soul by Beatrice's blame and remorse for his aberration, is overwhelmed by pain, so that he fails: he loses the conscience of the past and as dead in the world he finds himself in a condition to be hired by grace to a new life So when his lost senses return, the poet realizes that the beautiful Matelda is already dipping him into the Lethe, and pulling him lightly with her to the opposite bank After that, the four nymphs and the three, already chosen as Beatrice's handmaids even before she descended to earth, welcome him And dancing they guide him to where the beloved Woman with her shining eyes also aims at the Griffin, mirroring in herself his different nature, eagle and lion, which radiates from each other in her eyes Beatrice then turns her luminous eyelashes to Dante, who contemplates his own object of bliss for a long time; getting ready to listen from her mouth to the sublime truths that heaven reveals to her The poet is therefore somewhat dazzled The mystical procession turns back Having reached a very tall tree, stripped of leaves and fronds in each branch - the Tree of Original Sin - Beatrice descends from the chariot The Griffin, for his part, leaves him tied to the trunk of that tree; that everything therefore admirably turns green, and is immediately covered with leaves and flowers A divine music meanwhile continues to recreate the mind of the poet; who, in hearing those celestial hymns, surprised by excessive joy, falls into ecstatic sleep THE EARTHLY PARADISE When he wakes up, he sees Beatrice sitting on the ground in the shade of the tree to which the plaustrum was already tied And she is surrounded by three or four nymphs, each having one of the seven light candlesticks in her hand; while the Griffon and the others go up to re-return to the sky And Beatrice invites him to её He warns him to pay close attention to what now follows from the cart; and then he will ascend with her to be a citizen in heaven of that purely spiritual Rome, of which only Christ is a citizen You will see, through the transparent veils of the allegorical symbols, what is about to happen over there in the other Rome And behold, while the poet turns his mind and his eyes, an eagle fell, and pounced on the tree and broke off the bark and the flowers and the new leaves; undoing the chariot so that it rocks like a ship in a storm And a fox enters the cradle of the cart; intent on devouring anyway, if Beatrice hadn't chased her away Then the eagle returns to occupy the chariot again; releasing it from the feather, with the gravest regret of the sky And a dragon comes out of the wheels, with the evil tail of a scorpion; and with him he takes off a bit of the chariot and goes crawling away: while the chariot itself is completely covered with that accursed eagle feather And one becomes a monster, with seven heads, three along the rudder with two horns each, and four on the sides with a single horn And a Prostitute above it appears, intent on evil; and with him a Giant: and they kiss And having the Prostitute turned her eyes to the poet, that ferocious scourges her: and having taken the cart from that tree, which has become a monster, she draws it with her through the forest; so much so that the poet in the end no longer sees, impeded by the thick foliage, but the cart is theirs Mixocchi, The Sacred Poem THE SACRED POEM It should be noted that, in the idea of the Comedy, Beatrice is not only a blessed soul, who reveals to the poet the arcane truths of heavenly wisdom, redeemer of the spirit; but instead she herself becomes an active power, mediator of grace, which from the throne of the Virgin spreads into the heart of her faithful In short, Beatrice now represents the Church; that celestial Church which is the spiritual Rome to which Christ belongs And of its heavenly gates the real keys are in the hand of the Angel at the entrance to Purgatory, opposite to those of the earthly Church Since papal Rome has become a miserable kingdom of this world; The sad pagan Whore remained who, according to the Apocalypse, already had the throne of the Caesars, and therefore managed to occupy even the seat of Peter Dante, from one circle to another along the way, has prepared the reader to understand the strong allegory of these last cantos Already Marco Lombardo, illuminating the poet on the profound causes of the human inclination to evil and on the reasons for the general corruption present, especially in Italy, attributes a great fault of the perversion of customs to the papacy, which does not allow the empire to be established and the order of laws; and indeed usurps every domain to his advantage, unites the sword with the pastoral, in её confuses both regimes, spiritual and temporal, and is the primary cause of the miserable state of Italy and of the whole Church And when the poet then meets with Pope Adrian V, among the misers, he is drawn by the virtues of sentiment, which trembles in him up to the story suffered in the forest of error, to curse the ancient Lupa, a beast more terrible than all for the insatiable hunger, which leads the world into perdition And, if that weren't enough, here it is THE EARTHLY PARADISE France to compete with Rome in this infamous affair of avarice and greed What will happen, therefore, if the Church of Rome succeeds, after the scandal of Anagni, in allying itself with the French state? And unfortunately, while Dante writes, it has already happened Beatrice is the heavenly Church; and therefore it is the primitive one: the inhabitant, the soul of that mystical plaus-stro, which the Griffin brings to earth and leads back to the Tree of damned humanity, which therefore everything flourishes again And here Beatrice descends, as if to her sweet rest, before ascending with the sacred lover to heaven; and it is surrounded by seven nymphs, seven virtues, four moral and human, three theological and divine, who illuminate it with an eternal splendour And already Beatrice foresees, then that Christ has ascended to heaven, that the Church, depicted in the chariot, is destined, like every human institution, to be lost and corrupted The empire, ordained by God for the existence of the Church, on the other hand is a cause for scandal and the principle of astray Persecutions cause the Mystical Chariot to bend badly; and yet the heroic deeds of the martyrs fail to prevent Fraud from creeping in, barely restrained and once on the run from religious sentiment, alive in the Church But the unfortunate Donation of Constantine occurred, enriching the papacy with the very spoils of the empire; and it was the cause that with the temporal reign Christian Rome, marred by schisms and heresies, becoming increasingly greedy for earthly goods, reduced the Church itself to a monster never seen again, above which Beatrice's place was occupied by a Prostitute, like he called it the Apocalypse, and by a Giant like her bestial and her ferocious ruler Dante first saw her in Rome; THE SACRED POEM and the Giant saw well, who by taking possession of it ended up leading it to perdition That giant was the kingdom of France; and he took with him far from Rome not the true Church, redeemer of souls, but the illegitimate one, which migrated to Avignon Meanwhile, the seven Nymphs in Terni, singing around Beatrice, remember and regret the miserable fate that the Church had to face And Beatrice, all moved by pain, does not remain silent for long; and heralds indubitable and imminent his return to where Christ ordered him to be Non stară, the true Church, exiles in heaven; but he will return to triumph on earth, just as Christ will have to triumph at the end of the days And Beatrice solemnly announces to the poet, so that he notices and writes about it, what must happen A DVX, a Hero of the spirit, an Imperial Warrior, coming from God, will come who by force, since persuasion fails against the bad will of men (*), will lead the Church back to its former state of poverty and purity: such -mind, which can dominate on earth, for the health of humanity, and govern the destinies of the world with the law ordained by God, on which the empire rests and the Papacy, each allied in his own field and in own attributions And with this magnificent and sure prophecy Purgatory comes to an end; and the poet, guided by the current of the Eunob, by drinking it acquires the power to understand every beautiful and holy truth, the sweetest refreshment of the flame turned to paradise (>) Note that the concept of the DVX does not coincide perfectly with that of the Veltro THE SACRED POEM ХХП From the moon to the sun The cosmos planetary is star lat o — Beyond the fiery sphere - In the moon - Elevation from one sky to another —Degrees of bliss —Transition to Venus The construction of the third Canticle is naturally predetermined by the idea of the cosmos that the ancients followed, according to the system referred to Ptolemy; which had a value, as well as physical, religious and particularly mystical The earth consisting of a dual element of different gravities, solid and watery, formed itself the center of the little universe intended for material, animate, and human nature All around was another element, lighter than air Then the other of the fire, surrounding the atmosphere The other spheres followed wider, with a fast circular motion further away from the center; alia, whose surface the planets were found (Moon, Mercury, Venus, Sun, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn) And outside moved the sphere of the so-called fixed Stars; and therefore, very fast compared to all the others and in harmony with the previous ones like the circle with the centre, that of the Primo Mobile, very pure, without mixture of astral matter Above it was the infinite ether with the empyrean, abode of angels and saints, illuminated by the immense splendor of God himself The soul, to be perfectly redeemed, had to pass, on its journey from earth to God, through each of the seven or nine planetary and stellar heavens; which being composed of matter and non-spiritual essence prevented it THE SACRED POEM to understand the divinity perfectly and to attain the contemplative freedom which formed the necessary term for his beatitude The Gnostic religions of the first centuries had transmitted to the Middle Ages, with the hope of redemption, also the rite of the ethereal passage of the soul through cosmic matter, increasingly subtle and transparent up to God Muslim and Jewish mystics, by secret ways and on scarcely recognizable vestiges, followed the faith and visions of the ancient religious tradition, which finally came to be centralized in Dante's thought Returned from the paradisiacal drink of Eunofe, no impediment, spiritual or physical, hinders the poet's ascent to heaven And then, with an eagle's gaze, Beatrice fixes her eyes on the sun; and the poet too: but not for long; and then he turns his eyes to Beatrice, the object of his loving bliss And at that point, behold the light of the celestial spaces doubles in intensity; so that the sky looks like an immense lake of flame The two lovers in an instant, in the ways of the sun, have surpassed the sphere of fire But how? Dante marvels at it; so much so that he cannot determine if the ascension was in him an act solely of the soul, or if the soul attracted the body which had become spiritual Beatrice smiles at her companion's naive doubts And he explains that it is natural that he ascends, pure as he is, into heaven; just as it is natural for every object to tend to its ultimate end It is an obvious consequence of that cosmic order which God has established in the creatures, differently predetermined to follow their own instinct; which leads them either to fall into matter or instead to exalt themselves in the spirit FROM THE MOON TO THE SUN The passage from one to another heaven, planetary or astral, therefore takes place instantaneously; by virtue of Beatrice's thought, which is active power, reflected in the poet by the light of the face which from heaven to heaven becomes more happy and luminous Thus they reach the sky of the Moon in an instant Beatrice has ceased the office, assumed upon descending into the earthly paradise, of representing the true Church of Christ in an allegorical vision And he once again becomes that redemptive Wisdom, that active Intelligence, so to speak, which is the supreme exemplar, only perfect (Jnf , II, ), of the human mind, illustrated by God; therefore capable of enlightening the other elect Her doctrine is not the only one among us, abstracted from life It is food for the soul; it is vital nourishment that well deserves the title of : the experience of redemption Who does not hear it, it is useless to follow the poet on the journey to paradise: a mystical experiment of celestial truth, which no one can ever understand, if he does not learn it as the life of the soul The poet insists on the mystical character of true dreams, which Beatrice understands; and they form in themselves the intimate plot subjected to the whole Divine Comedy It is a mystical poem; from which Dante wants to exclude any scope of natural and, one might say, vulgar science In Hell, Virgil had attributed the easy changes of the world to a Fortune, which is not Chance or the blind story of human fate; but instead he is a blessed Intelligence, an Angel who, like the others, turns the astral sphere that God has marked for him, fulfilling a mission of Providence Here, for her part, Beatrice is careful to confirm, against the pre-judgments of the poet who is still a little involved in the fallacious THE SACRED POEM images of meaning, the mystical character of that sky of the soul through which they proceed Does the Moon, регсііё appear less bright here and there, in more points of the surface? Not for any other reason, if not регсііё it undergoes the various virtii of the blessed angelic Intelligence, which is destined to inform and move that low planetary sky Expected that, in accordance with an obvious mystical and philosophical concept in Islam, the universe of stars in which they live is mutually bonded by the blessed angelic intelligences, connected to each other in harmony And they are each more vast and comprehensive, from sphere to sphere; up to the highest heaven and to that superior Intelligence of the Primo Mobile, which understands and holds all the others within itself, purer and more powerful than all The cosmic com-page is not an arid aggregate of matter, as it appears to be seen; but a complex of intelligent Substances, infused here and there in the stars, as among us the souls in the bodies, variously expressive of the internal power that they materially represent With Beatrice the poet enters, despite his body, the lunar star, like a ray of light enters clear water And he meets blessed souls, who appear to him in human form, yes, but sweetly pale and faded like a pearl on a white forehead: souls present in that lowest heaven, content with their own lot So God times, according to their merit They are those of those in the world who could not, and in a certain sense did not want, fulfill the vows made to God Their inferior condition is due to the fact that the will to do good was a little weak in them; because whoever truly and strongly wills has in his soul a virtue of unbreakable freedom So much explains Beatrice to Dante, in whose spirit FROM THE MOON TO THE SUN intimately it sees the doubts that make it slow to comprehend the truth; and takes care to enlighten him and satisfy his desire, before he has expressed it This is how Beatrice explains how it happens that the blessed, although all with God in the empyrean, nevertheless gradually manifest themselves, from heaven to heaven, in their own spheres assigned to them This did not depend, as perhaps Plato already thought, on the fact that souls return, after death, to the stars from whom they came; but from the situation destined to them by God, for which they are prone to appear in one or another heaven, in accordance with the pârtie or,are merit of their beatitude The poet does not fail, reasoning for Beatrice's mouth on the value of the vows committed to God, to severely blame his contemporaries, too easy to promise what they are not then willing to keep It is a wise admonition, which Dante is right to address to the faithful, run at hour to liactic and superstitious enthusiasm In an instant, as usual, Mercury passes through the sky; where, having arrived, they meet more than a thousand Blesseds, wrapped in light, like filugello in silk They are the industrious spirits on earth in doing good, but with intentions of worldly vain glory The transition to Venus follows; and there are manifested the Spirits of those who had already in life to undergo the influences of the planet inducing to love less worthy and too human Naturally the ascension to both heavens gives Beatrice or some of those blessed Spirits a reason to present to Dante various explanations on one and the other of the most serious problems of religion: such as, for example, on redemption, înțesa a norm of the theory of sânt'Anse]mo; or on the influence of celestial bodies on the different character of men THE SACRED POEM XXIII < Ascension to Heaven Splendors of thought in the light of the Sun —Fra' Tommaso and Si-gieri of Brabant The revisions of Caceiaguida —L'Aquila romana — Mystery of the predeătinatîone — The Triumph of Christ and the Condemnation of Boniface ѴІП Arrived in the Sun, splendid marvel of creation, a choir of blessed Spirits in the form of vivid splendor, or ardent suns themselves, meet Beatrice and Dante, singing around as if they were dancing Then they stop And one of them turned to the poet, declaring that he was Fra' Tommaso d'Aquino; and at the same time pointing to his companions, who together with him make a garland around Beatrice and dream of her as the sublime Woman who leads to Paradise It is useful to review their names: to learn precisely what was the Wisdom that Alighieri contemplated in Beatrice Besides Thomas, starting from his right, they are Albert the Great, his master; the wise monk Gratian, founder of Canon Law; the Master of Sentences, Pier Lombardo; Solomon, believed to be the author of those sacred books in which divine Wisdom is most exalted; Dibnigi Areopagita, descriptor of the angelic Orders, esteemed to report what Saint Paul saw, exalted in the third heaven; Paolo Orosio, historian and apologist for the Church, contemporary of Saint Augustine; Severino Boezio, the philosopher martyr; the theologian and encyclopedist Isidore of Seville; the venerable Bede, who introduced the Christian ёга into the history of the Church; Ric-cardo da San Vittore, famous mystical writer; Sigieri of Brabant, finally, on Fra' Tommaso's left ASCENSION TO PARADISE Therefore, just as we sometimes see a new rainbow form in the sky, at a distance from the first and also directed towards the same centre, so around Beatrice and Dante appeared another beautiful crown of the Blessed, coordinated with the one before which the poet was standing observing And one of them, Saint Bonaventure, was ready to say who the others were with him: Illuminato and Agostino of the primitive Friars Minor; the two theologians Ugo da San Vittore and Pietro Comestore, with the other named Pietro Ispano; Nathan the prophet and John Chrysostom and Anselm of Aosta and the grammarian Donato; the exegete Rabanus Maurus and Joachim of Fiore They are twelve wise men, who also preferred during their life to contemplate Wisdom All were a model for the poet in his intention to consecrate his existence to the love of Beatrice While the rest of mortals here below follow the vain glory of ecclesiastical and civil dignities; and perhaps he occupies himself with nothing else, while living, than with fraud or pleasures, and lounging in idleness And the two blessed Spirits, Thomas and Bonaventure, each sing the praise of Francis and Dominic to each other, showing in heaven how much love unites them; ailor that on earth the Franciscans and Dotnenicans give such an ugly and scandalous example of mutual jealousy and envy You well deserve the harsh reproach that the two Saints, in the presence of the poet, each give to their own Order, degenerated from the holy rule for which it was already instituted And here is a third cycle of blessed Spirits forming, outwardly to the other two, also dancing around Such a great light shone through it that the poet had to close his eyes And he found himself in a moment exalted in the roggia star of Mars There he had before sb two splendid rays!, one on the other coordinated, like a cross that Ib SACRED POEM formed equally on each side, as with two diameters marked at right angles in the same circle And within that cross the splendours of the Blessed moved, glittering like so many lights behind the alabaster, singing sweetest praises to God From among which, as in the calm serenity of the night, we see a startling star; from the right side of the cross a shining spiritual star ran up to the edge of the cross itself: and voise Dante the word It was Cacciaguida's great-great-grandfather, who had already lived in ancient Florence, a knight and crusader martyr; and ascended into that heaven above, where with him the warriors of God and of true religion enjoy bliss And the poet from Cacciaguida clearly learns the fate of his life and the story of his exile, which had been obscurely announced to him in hell Virgil had directed Dante, worried about what Farinata told him, to Beatrice But Beatrice lives spiritually in an ideal, superior pure light of too much to earthly contingencies; which only a Spirit who looks even from his heaven to the world can participate Wisdom feeds her elect with the bread of angels; who, out of love for her, рій do not feel or suffer the troubles of earthly life The ascension in the star of Jupiter, almost silvery in its incandescent colour, gives reason to the Blessed to hasten, grouping together in different ways; one or the other of those thirty-five letters, which form the beginning of the Solomonic Wisdom: Diligite iu-stitiam qui iudicatis terram Indeed, they are the Spirits of wise and just Princes, who thus express the first e ASCENSION TO PARADISE fundamental virtues, for which they deserved heaven: Justice And at the end, the last letter is transformed, here, into the sign that Providence destind on earth, as a living image of Justice (VI, ): the Eagle, supreme symbol of Rome and of the eternal empire The Roman eagle is for Danie ben рій that the ordinary standard of the Ghibelline party (VI, ) It is the divine sign of imperial authority, which both Ghibellines and Guelphs are unworthily contaminating, to the point of making them the object of personal interest and revenge The Roman eagle is today held prisoner in vain; concurred by the German princes (XIX, ), in whose favor the imperial dignity came to fall without mercy And it is in vain oppressed by the Popes, <there where Christ sells everything» (XVII, ) Since it is certain that the Vatican, made a den of wolves (IX, ) and of followers, to say the least, not of Peter and Paul, but only of the Baptist (XVIII, ), as well as of the Fiorino (IX, ), will be purified by the advent of Veltro And the unheard-of scandal of so much ecclesiastical adultery, on the part of the Church of Rome, will soon be eliminated (IX, ) And the Eagle, admirably disputes of blessed Spirits, pariah to the poet And as a living image of eternal Justice, it resolves a very serious doubt And it is: if someone, for example, is born far from Christianity on the banks of the Indus, and remains virtuous as naturally as he can by the light of reason alone: how will he be justly damned? The jovial Eagle's answer is prompt: and warns the poet not to presume too much, he can try to understand the mystery of divine predestination But, in any case, the very fact that the poet proposes the doubt shows what profound aspirations of THE SACRED POEM truth and investigation and what new sense of justice, relating to the destinies of the soul, nourished Dante's conscience, open to every free movement of medieval thought I believe that the allusion to the Man on the banks of the Indus means to indicate the Buddha: the holy ascetic, whose weasel of goodness and love of creatures crossed the Indus and even persuaded the Christians, unable to do otherwise, to esteem him a Christian saint himself Its beautiful legend, that of Saints, Josaphat and Barlaam, spread from India and spread among Christians everywhere in the East and in the West It certainly cannot be said that Dante had the precise historical person in his mind, with that doubt of his Perd, the fact remains that the Eagle confirms, with the words of the Gospel (Mult , VII, ), how on the day of universal judgment there will be Ethiopians and Perșis at the right hand of Christ, closer than many others Christians: an allusion perhaps also relating to Mazdean or Muslim believers, as well as to the very remote followers of the Brahmanic or Buddhist faith And Dante also gives an example of it; chd on the very edge of Aquila, against the many unworthy royals, contemporaries of the poet, two pagans are found glorifying in heaven, one who lived before, and the other after Christ Emperor Trajan this; and he the Trojan Riphaeus According to medieval legend, Trajan, as a reward for his justice, had been resurrected by Saint Gregory the Great; and so he was able to become a Christian To Rifeo then, on the testimony of Virgil (II, ff ) who exalts him above all for his justice and equity, Dante himself attributes here the redemptive faith in the future Messiah He wants to prove, with such an example, the reasonable theory of Aquinas, relating to the virtuous Gentiles; to whom it could be revealed by God ASCENSION TO PARADISE in conscience the true faith, by whose virtue they were redeemed Thus, if predestination is a mystery, Christians must not presume proudly, just because they are such, that they are, in comparison with the followers of other religions, predestined to heaven Then the poet with Beatrice ascends to the star of Saturn Inside which, as clear as crystal, he sees a golden but diaphanous staircase exalted so much in the celestial depths that he cannot see its top: and descend down the steps, spinning around and sparkling, many splendors of Blessed They are the Spirits of those who on earth were drawn to meditate, in their contemplative and silent life, on the eternal truth Of them, some equaled Dante: Pier Damiani, who thundered already against the unmentionable vices of the clergy; and Benedetto, founder of the monastery of Monte Cassino And both refer with harsh reproach to the intolerable luxury and to the faults of prelates (cf XXVII, ) and of modern monks; compared to the primitive apostles Peter and Paul, and Francis and Benedict himself, poor and virtuous The poet's abode in Saturn, very short, thus ends And he with Beatrice up the already mentioned Jacob's ladder, behind those vivid splendor that go back to God, in an instance he finds himself translated into Gemini; constellation reunited with the sun when he was born and underwent its beneficial influence Thus having reached the sky of the stars, Dante was able to gaze downward with contempt or compassion; looking, beyond the seven spheres already passed, small as a garden flowerbed, our earth that you give the sky has quite a vile aspect He has now arrived in that last sky visible to us, that everything appears sparkling with very bright II РОЕМА SACRED stars And here is a sublime scene offered to his astonished eyes; finally enabled to admire the dazzling splendor of the Blessed It is the passage of the triumph of Christ, who descends like a celestial sun accompanied by the ranks of saints And first of all is the Blessed Virgin with the Apostles; which Roșa followed by a fragrant chorus of lilies Christ passes and ascends again to God's highest heaven; disappeared with his humanity from the eyes of the poet, but with his light continuing to illuminate the Elect; like the sun shines through the clouds on the flowers of a pleasant meadow Thus the Virgin disappears behind him on high, little by little; around which Gabriele shines softly singing And yearning to follow her, all the Blesseds sing a happy hymn of praise to the Queen of Heaven Beatrice then turns a fervent prayer to the Saints, who allow the poet to be part of the sublime truths of which they fully feed; and give Dante some slight fragment of their angelic table And the three Apostles come forward; who by God had the privilege of being with Jesus on the Mount of Transfigu-ration, and were called by Paul the Pillars of the early Church: Peter, James and John And they question Dante, one after the other, about the three theological virtues: Faith, Hope, Charity; what they are and by what proofs they are supported And the poet, firm and frank, replies: referring to the Bible and drawing from the Old and New Testaments the texts and arguments of authority, later also confirmed by reason and by the holy works of the same Apostles Miracles abundantly prove the divine virtue and truth of Christianity And more than any other the demonstration ASCENSION TO PARADISE ought, if we were to contradict and exclude them, the miracle, most magnificent of all, of the rapid spread of the new victorious religion And this despite the fierce and long persecutions by the Empire and other pagan states, from when Peter, after the ascension of Christ, began his mission, poor and humble; and he founded that Church which, once a thriving vine, has today become a pungent bush Gazing at St John, Dante agrees that he should dazzle and lose his sight a little; for wanting to look closely at the Apostle and see if he was ever bodily absent, as an ancient tradition affirmed But Giovanni disillusions him Instead, he lets him know that in heaven only Jesus and the Virgin, among all, were bodily assumed His sight restored, the poet finds himself next to Adam, who instructs him on various doubts relating to the principles of human history A hymn of exaltation of the divine Trinity, confessed by Dante, in which the whole paradise of the Blessed participates, in very sweet harmony, concludes, so to speak, the poet's sacred initiation into the mysteries of heaven But St Peter's immediately changes color; and its light appears as if silvery Jupiter became rogue Mars The moment is solemn There is great silence; and only the voice of the Prince of the Apostles thunders among the stars: he curses Boniface VIII, usurper of the Roman Holy See; made vacant before God, made by the popes a sewer of turpitudes and crimes, which give satisfaction only to the Devil The Paradise of the Blessed at these words everything is covered in shadow; like the sun when Jesus crucified you Timid Beatrice collects herself, listening: and Pietro continues to speak Minocchi, The Sacred Poem XL SACRED POEM that the Church of the centuries preceding Constantine, honored by many martyred popes, as Christ willed it, has nothing more to do with the Church of today, governed by unworthy popes and unworthy bishops And what about what is being prepared in Avignon, with a Clement V and further with a John XXII? But, like Rome one day, threatened with extermination by Hannibal, was providentially made free by Scipio; so soon it will come , Messenger of God, who will rescue and purify it Such are the sentiments expressed by the Apostle; регсіхё Dante on his return to earth then report them, without keeping silent What Beatrice already hinted at at the top of purgatory, St Peter confirms here And, having fulfilled this supreme rite, in the presence of the poet, the whole host of the Blessed ascends into the most sublime heaven, in a foita vicissitude of luminous vapours; as we here below see snow flakes in the countryside Beatrice is pleased to reconfirm to Dante that the epoch in which humanity and the Church will be restored is now at hand This travia today, through the pa of those who do not govern, allows others to carry out the necessary work of justice XXIV RECRUITMENT TO THE EMPIREAN Beyond the starry sky — Light and Love — The nine angelic choirs — The Rose of the Blessed — The seat destined for Arrigo - The prayer of Saint Bernard — Intuition of God Meanwhile, Beatrice and Dante have arrived in the very high sky Primo Mobile; faster than all those who surround the earth, and very deep: in which, every star RECRUITMENT TO THE EMPIREAN lacking or other bodily essence, different from the sky itself, there is no way of recognizing where ever one who has ascended it is Dante takes a last look at the distant lands of the earth and turns again to the power of Beatrice's eyes, and then to the sky And in it he sees, as in a centre, a very splendid point, with whose splendor everything is radiated and shines And around that point, nine circles of very fast descending light go around, in the opposite order from our world So while the lower cycles of the individual planets move less quickly; instead those closest to the Point, on which the universe depends, turn around faster; and they loosen in their motion, depending on how far they are from that most luminous centre Those are the nine angelic choirs, constituted after God in as many orders of Serafini Cherubini Troni, Dominazioni Virtii Podestă, Principat! Archangels Angels; as already described by Dionysius the Areopagite, who learned of its organization and function from Saint Paul himself Dante knows this precisely from Beatrice And it takes away argument from such sublime contemplation, to harshly rebuke those vain and interested preachers in the churches, who instead of announcing the Holy Scriptures give to understand fables and deceive the foolish vulgar; granting easy indulgences for money, good only for fattening < the pig of St Anthony * Little by little, the vision of the nine angelic Orders is disappearing from the eyes of the poet He returns to stare at Beatrice, now so beautiful that Dante gives up the desire to describe her; as every artist does, after having perfected the work And Beatrice admonishes Dante, that they have arrived in the Empyrean, beyond the Primo Mobile THE SACRED POEM which is even very tenuously material; in that sky which is all for the purest light of intellectual love And there he will finally be allowed to admire the splendor of the Blessed, in those very forms of glorious humanity, which they will have after the universal judgement Dante turns his gaze higher and higher And an immediate radiance dazzles him for a few moments When his eyes, tempered to support the virtue of so much glory, see again, he sees and contemplates a living river, flowing in the immensity between two flowery and glittering shores It is the semblance of the Angels and the Saints, sparks and flowers of the Empyrean, which is extending and therefore assumes a circular shape; in the image of a candid Roșa, golden in the middle for the splendor of God himself All around gradually it is formed by the eternal flowers of the Saints; on which the Angels go flying, like diligent bees, and drawing from them eternal fragrances which they bring, like the smell of incense, to God Beatrice in an instant transfers Dante to the very center of the Rose; and to him it demonstrates in particular how the Blessed are disposed, in such a way that by now very few elect are missing from completing the number of those who, by divine predestination, form the City of God Among them, here is the seat with an imperial crown, intended for Arrigo; to the good emperor who will want to establish justice in Italy, unfortunately before she is willing to consent And the Pope of Avignon, Clemente il Guasco, will still be his enemy and will deceive him; but to then be detruded headlong into hell, where Boniface VIII will have to fall before him The astonishment that the poet encompasses, contemplating the vision, can only palely be compared with RECRUITMENT AT THE EMPIREO the marvel that the barbarians must have felt when they visited Rome in the age of Constantine; a very fair comparison, as we know from historical documents, how the emperor Constantine himself was astonished upon entering Rome after his victory Dante, surprised by his enthusiasm, turns to ask Beatrice questions; but Beatrice has disappeared Instead near him is, in an act of benign joy, a Ve-glio; who admonishes him that Beatrice has returned to her glory and has begged him to be the poet's companion lastly The latter still turns his eyes upwards, sublimely as the deep sea is far from the sky And there he sees smiling the Woman of his heart standing next to Racilele and very close to Lucia, in the first orders who descend luminously from the throne of the Virgin A prayer, it is a hymn, rises from the deep spirit of the poet with hope and love; what a heavenly garland to place at Beatrice's royal feet And therefore the Old Man, who appears to be Saint Bernard, invites Dante to contemplate above all the throne of Mary, smiling with infinite beauty, which radiates in the face of all the other Saints And around her fly the ranks of Angels with golden wings and a candid dress of purest light; while before her singing Gabriele repeats again the sweetest praise that he said to her one day, and today it echoes in sublime harmony on the lips of the Saints: Ave Maria Bernardo then shows the poet step by step how the Rose of the Empyrean, formed by the flowers of the Blessed, is arranged all around in a circular manner by the Righteous of the Old and New Testaments, arranged in order here and there by half a circle, each in front of others Come on THE SACRED POEM half down, the other external meth of the divine Rose is occupied by the innocent children, who died in the bosom of the true religion, before and after Christ: as God willed for us in the mystery of an inscrutable counsel Meanwhile, Saint Bernard, having shown Dante the substance of the Bella Roșa, which is the kingdom of Mary, and indicated the most excellent of its inhabitants, sees that the time destined for the mystical dream and the vision of the poet is rapidly coming to an end And therefore invites him without a doubt to direct all the virtue of his spirit to possibly understand the First Love And since heavenly grace is necessary for him to succeed, the Saint warns him to follow him with thought and soul in the prayer he is to address to the Blessed Virgin, the bestower of every grace, in his favor Bernardo's prayer to Mary is naturally well received by the Queen of Heaven, coming from her faithful servant and lover; and Dante can, consequently, confidently turn his gaze to the loftiest Empyrean, and gaze upon the eternal Light so as to exhaust his sight And as already in the Point, surrounded by Angels, I see the Unity of God in the figure, now he has the grace of being able to perceive the divine Trinity in any way Only, it was difficult for him to admire, in such a great light, the real Humanity of Christ, present there However, his mind was struck by a radiance that came from above, and still made him able to see and understand It was only an instant With this the lofty vision therefore came to an end altogether But the poet was satisfied His will gladly complied with that of God THE SACRED POEM XXV Glory of Dante If ever the Mirable Vision was written in rhyme — Composition of the Sacred Poem — The enigma of the last cauți — П De Monarchia and the condemnation of the Church — Dante poet of humanity A much debated question among scholars of Dante's work is the time in which the poet composed the * Divine Comedy» Did he already start it before the exile? In what relationship was he with the Mirabile Vision? Had he already completed Inferno, before the descent and death of Henry VII? It is a series of questions, which it does not seem difficult for us to resolve sufficiently We believe it very probable that even before the exile Dante rhymed the Visione Mirabile; perhaps indicated by Boccaccio in those seven cantos, believed to be a first part of the Inferno Dante, however, having dissolved them, I suppose, and partially inserted them in the Comedy, especially in the Purgatorio, no longer took them into account; and they have been lost, as the poet wanted The Comedy is the work of exile It takes shape little by little, and takes on consistency, as the development of Dante's spirit, already in the first decade following the jubilee; all the more so when Alighieri gets distracted by the Canzoniere and becomes disaffected by the Convivio But it is a matter of mental work, notes and notes we would say; which do not have пё could have a precise expression rit THE SACRED POEM not It is a question of inserting сіоё in the Mirabile Visione, of an imaginative nature, the Christian ideal of the three realms of death and of the soul; whereby the vision itself is transflgured into a vast and grandiose poem, where it is dissolved and disappears as it decomposes And the working, the meditation goes, it seems to me, continuing, among multiple uncertainties, years and years; until Arrigo and his death And meanwhile the Comedy, confused and mixed together the most diverse materials in a concept of profound unity, sublimely expands up to God: and chaos becomes a cosmos And Arrigo's death coincides with the spiritual moment in which Dante is willing and ready to rise to the stars It may also be that the Inferno was begun a year or two before Arrigo found his last rest in Pisa The Comedy refines and perfects vie рій, even when Dante is composing the second and third cantica It seems to me, for example, that in the Inferno men scorga is the idea, resulting from the Purgatory, of a journey made with a sacramental intention; which in ancient times had a raison d'être in the East and in Greece among the faithful to the mysteries, then in the Christian gnostic rites, and lately in the secret ceremonies of medieval heresies (') In any case, the unity of the poem is so organic that it must be considered as the fruit of a very long reflection and then of a quick elaboration (') It is not possible for me to deal here with the multiple relationships that link Dante's Poem to the theories, visions, rites of pagan, Christian and Muslim mystical beliefs All of this, with relative breadth and completeness, is shown, and can be rendered with good reason, in the «Storia del Poema Sacro-, of which the present work is a concise summary GLORY OF DANT Thus Plato and Kant thought for fifteen or twenty years the "Republic" and "pure Reason" The culminating point of the work, inspired and enthusiastic, and tenacious and assiduous, seems to me to be sought in the days when Dante Alighieri wrote the most noble letter to his Florentine friend ( - ), in which he refuses to come to Florence and present himself in San Giovanni, otherwise than to be crowned there with the laurel of the Caesars, as Poet of the new Italy Dante's conscience then well reached the heavenly heights; so no one returns to earth unless surrounded by a nimbus of glory Therefore the * piii years *, during which the composition of the poem made Dante < macro », have to be determined within the second decade of that fourteenth century But what about the fictional anecdote, narrated by the Boccaccios, according to which Jacopo di Dante is preparing to fulfill Paradise in the best possible way, not found among the poet's papers after his death; When did he find in a secret closet the last thirteen cantos, written by Dante's own hand? There must be some truth in that story The ancient commentators of the poem note that Dante had already attracted, with the two canticles of the Comedy known, envies, hatreds, malanimousness; and there were people quite determined to at least accuse him of being a patron And certainly in the poem there is no lack of expressions similar or identical to those used by the heretics against the Church Alighieri was therefore interested in completing the Paradise; and to offer to his readers that profession of faith which the Apostles require of him, and which make him worthy of heaven But precisely, in those last songs they find each other THE SACRED POEM the harshest words Dante ever used; not only against prelates and monks, but precisely in contempt and contumely of that Grand Priest, who usurped the place of Peter, unfortunately destined to fall into the hands of the Caorsini and Guaschi popes Dante, with good reason, seems to have judged it prudent to wait a little for the opportune moment to publish his poem in its entirety And this explains how he considered it useful not to let people know that, in short, the Comedy was over In the meantime he died; and his son Jacopo, pressed by the requests of Can Grande, or perhaps better of Guido Novello, Captain of the People in Bologna, a sincere friend and protector of the poet, sought and found the last cantos; and I send them with the rest to I drive Thus, towards April of that , Dante's Comedy appeared first, in the learned Bologna; and Bambagliolo and Jacopo della Lana already began to comment on it In reality, it does not seem that the poem scandalized too much at the beginning: especially those who were learned, in the Study, authoritative These were vulgar rhymes; little or no accessible to the people What to take care of? And, certainly, that which opposes a condemnation, and then always opposed it, was indeed an intimate mysterious power of supreme beauty; the same that prevented in another age, while Michelangelo was alive, to affix the veils that cover the chaste nudity of the heroes of the Sistine Chapel But when Dante, as the disputes between Lodovîco il Bavaro and John XXII persisted, gained fame for that little work * De Monarchia», brought into play in , he was immediately condemned by the Church Cardinal Bertrando del Poggetto, a close relative of the pope and his legate in Lombardy, residing in Bologna GLORY OF DANT gna, dannd the thought of Dante, expressed in the Latin language, to the fire And he ordered the remains of his tired body to be exhumed eight years after his death; and to burn them and give their ashes to the wind Needless to ask, if Dante alive and perhaps recalled to his homeland would he have ever escaped the rdgo that Cecco d'Ascoli burned two years earlier The cardinal's resolution failed Ostasio da Polenta, lord of Ravenna, and a Florentine nobleman who was also in Bologna on the occasion, were able to persuade the disdainful prelate, perhaps even to impose himself, so that the odious crime should not be carried out As for Fra' Tommaso, condemned half a century earlier, death was liberating for Dante too And still he rests with his name, with his dust, in Ravenna; which became for him a national shrine, a living symbol of românită, of the Italian lineage And it is only with the glory of the Songs, predestined to overcome the silence of the centuries: with that Book, which was esteemed a work of science, and today is understood as a sublime creation of a poet And it will remain forever, however, beyond art and ancient knowledge, a supreme affirmation of conscience and humanity Dante knew well, and we can imagine it knowing men, that he would need the courage to tell the truth, naked and raw; not only to the various noble vulgar or people of the damned, but to the aristocrats, among them, to the tyrants and to the omnipotent popes And yet he said it, as Beatrice and Pietro ordered him, and Cacciaguida con-siglid: сіоё, as his high thought wanted, incorruptible judge, serene even in anger Thus he left the "Divine Comedy" to Italy and to civilized peoples It is not science or poetry to read THE SACRED POEM only and admire; but it is an act of virtue, a celestial message that must be listened to and followed with a strong heart The < Divine Comedy » is much more than the work of a man of letters And the mystical legacy of a nation and a race; and the comfort remains for those who suffer and persevere to bear witness to the truth despite men INDEX To my pupils ' I Introduction II The origins III The Babylonians IV The Egyptians V India YOU Persia VII The Greeks VIU The Romans IX The Jews X Christianity XI Islam XII И Papacy and the empire XIII Scholastica < XIV Apocalyptic visions ^ XV Virgil and Beatrice ; XVI The Divine Poem XVII The Dark Countryside H XVIII In the Cittsi of Dis XIX The Sacred Mountain XX In the realm of the Spirit INDEX XXL II Earthly Paradise p XXII Dahlia Moon to Sun XXIII Ascension to Paradise XXIV Assumption into the Empyrean XXV Glory of Dante GIUS Publishers LATERZA & F GLI - Bari RELIGIOUS AND ESOTERIC STUDIES PUBLISHED VOLUMES : Alacevich T„ CM we are and what I will be you,- Andrae T , Л/аоигеІІо ,— Arnold E , The light of Asia ,— BERi ri RE DU, The monastic order from its origins to the XII century ,— Bohme J„ The Way to Christ — Bonavia G , The Apocalypse of John , - Buddho Gotamo, The speeches Volumes ,— Burlincame EW, Bud-dhistc Parables ,— Carus P , II Vang by Biiddha ,— Cohen А , II Talmud ,— Della Riviera С , The magical world of heroes ,— Dennis Geoffkev, The end of the world tz,— Evola J , The tradition hermetic ,— — The mystery of the Grail ,-— Flammarion C , The ignoble and the pros troubles of the soul ,— Frf ud S , Totem and Tabu ,— Gentile P , The ideal of Israel ,-— Guenon R Man cd his divc-nire according to the Vcdân/a ,— Jounet A , The Key of the Zo-har t ,— Kumarasvami A and Niveuita (Nun), Myths of India and Buddhism ° T ammens H , Islam ,— Le Bouciier G , The Great Testament I,— Levasti A , Sant'Ariselmo ,—• Lodge O , Beyond life — — Barrierc ninsorie ■ ■ , — -Mahterlinck M „ The Great Enchantment- thesis ,— — The life of space ■ — — The Great Law ,—- — Before the great silence -— Macre M , La morte e la vita finish ,— Muhammad, The Qur'an ,— Marchetti Ferrante G„ Antonio da Lisbon, the Saint of Padua ,— Maxwell J , The Magic ,— — Divination t ,— Minoccjii S , The Pearls of the Biblical bia ,— •— The sacred poem ,— Modugno G , F IV Forstcr and the crisis of the contemporary soul ,— Omodeo А , The fourth Evangelium and the leftere attributed to Giovanni S,— Onofri A , Ntiavo Rinascimcnto come arte dell'io ,— Pettazzoni R , Development and character of the History of Religions — Pincherle A , Sant'Agostino ,— Pythagoras, I verși d'oro ,— Salvatorelli L , San Benedetto and the Italy of his time ,— — Villa of S Franc of Assisi Santangf lo PE, , Paolo ,— — Life of Gesă ,— Scnwrfi E , The great inisîatî ,— — Santnari of the East - Egypt, Greece, Palestine — Prophets of the Renaissance ,— — The Divine Vohision (Dalia Sfin-gc al Cristo) — The dream of my life ,— — The mythical drama of R IPa-gner ,— — Inspiring Women ■ , — — Merlin the wizard ,— Steiner R Occitan science in its general lines ,— — The initiation ,— — To the spiritual worlds ,— — Philosophy of Freedom ,— — Initiate Consciousness r ,— — Human thought and cosmic thought /— ■ — The Genesis rjț— * — Christianity as a mystical fact and the mysteries of antiquity ,— Travers Herford R , The Pharisees ,— Wilhelm and Jung, The Mystery of the Golden Flower ,— Zanfrognini P , L' Evangelo se- conda Giovanni ,—